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NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS 

(The  catalog  numbers  assigned  to  new  issues 
published  here  are  supplied  by  special  ar- 
rangement with  "Current  Coins  of  the  World", 
published  and  copyrighted  by  Western  Publish- 
ing Co.,  Inc.,  Whitman  Publishing  Div., 
Racine,  Wise.,  USA.  No  further  use  of  these 
catalog  numbers  in  any  other  publication  is 
authorized. ) 

AUSTRIA 

Y136  50  Schilling  1974,  Silver  (34mm) 

Viennese  Int'n't'l  Garden  Exhibition 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Y99  100  Korun  1974,  -700  silver  (33mm) 

Sesquicentennial  Birth  of  Bedrich 
Smetana 

FRENCH  POLYNESIA 

Y3a  2 Franc  1973*  Aluminum  (With  letters 
I.E.O.M.  - Institut  d'Emission  Outre 
Mer) 

GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC 

Y47  20  Mark  1974,  .625  Silver  (33mm) 

250th  Anniversary  Birth  of  Immanuel 
Kant 

HUNGARY 

Y123  100  Forint  1974,  .640  Silver  (37mm) 

25th  Anniversary  Constitution  of 
Council  of  Mutual  Economic  Assistance 

PANAMA 

Y31  2-l/2  Centesimos  1973>  Nickel-clad 

copper  ( 15mm) 

F-A.O.  Coinage 
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DALLAS  CHAPTER  PROGRAM  AND  MEETING  ANNOUNCEMENT 


One  Hundred  Twentieth  meeting  of 
NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL  (DALLAS) 

Wednesday,  June  19,  1974,  7:30  PM 

Republic  Savings  and  Loan  Association  Building 

(Community  Room  - East  Side  of  Building) 

63OO  East  Mockingbird  Lane 
DALLAS,  TEXAS,  USA 

PROGRAM:  THE  MEDIEVAL  COINAGE  OF  CASTILE  § LEON 


SPEAKER:  IRVING  BERLIN 


142 


PRESIDENT'S 

/ORUM 

SOME  THOUGHTS  ON  NUMISMATIC  UNITY 


I recently  read  in  one  of  the  coin  journals  about  the  establish- 
ment of  a new  society  devoted  to  a relatively  small  segment  of  inter- 
national numismatics.  While  I wish  them  much  success,  I cannot  pre- 
vent myself  from  noting  the  high  incidence  of  mortality  suffered  by 
such  undertakings. 

What  does  it  take  to  make  a new  organization  specializing  in  a 
niche  of  foreign  numismatics  successful?  I find  myself  pondering 
this  question  on  the  eve  of  the  tenth  anniversary  of  Numismatics  Inter- 
national. What  has  made  N.I.  a strong  organization  in  the  same  period 
of  time  that  has  seen  some  of  its  sister  organizations  that  had  equal 
promise,  falter  and  fail? 

Let  us  approach  this  question  in  a form  of  Socratic  dialogue. 

What  doesn't  contribute  to  a successful  numismatic  organization? 

Firstly,  we  can  say  that  disunity  of  purpose  will  cause  "politi- 
cal" factions  to  form  thereby  causing  discord.  This  is  avoided  by 
N.I.  through  open  discussion  of  all  issues,  no  matter  how  controver- 
sial. N.I.  respects  all  numismatic  viewpoints. 

A further  factor  that  might  contribute  to  weakness  would  be  to 
limit  N.I.  to  a narrow  scope  of  numismatic  interests.  N.I.  encom- 
passes all  numismatic  areas  with  the  sole  exception  of  U.S.  coinage 
and  currency.  Although  all  numismatists  residing  in  a particular 
country  tend  to  gravitate  toward  the  coinage  of  the  country  of  resi- 
dence, it  was  found  that  this  tended  to  leave  those  in  the  U.S.  with 
other  interests,  with  a muted  voice,  at  best.  N.I.  gives  full  voice 
to  numismatists  formerly  forced  to  endure  frustrated  silence. 

Publications,  poorly  composed,  irregularly  published,  lacking 
in  quality  numismatic  content  seem  to  doom  an  otherwise  worthy  concept 
in  numismatic  camaraderie.  N.I.  publishes  a professionally  prepared 
monthly  journal  whose  excellence  is  recognized  worldwide.  The  N.I. 
Bulletin  provides  a central  vehicle  which  serves  as  a focus  for  all 
our  numismatic  interests  in  a most  efficient  manner.  One  numismatic 
area  is  not  favored  over  another.  This  also  holds  true  with  N.I.'s 
other  literary  efforts.  N.I.  disdains  commercialism  in  favor  of 
scholarship  in  all  numismatic  areas;  no  matter  how  unpopular  they  may 
be.  N.I.  does  not  hold  one  area  of  interest  above  another. 

These  are  only  a few  of  the  many  reasons  why  Numismatics  Inter- 
national has  grown  and  prospered  during  the  past  ten  years.  There 
are  others think  about  it. 


Sincerely, 
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Editor’s 

corner 

What's  wrong  with  the  other  95 $?  Support  of  the  NI  Bulletin  through 
the  donation  of  articles  and  other  material  has  been  excellent.  How- 
ever, only  about  5$  of  the  membership  of  NI  is  giving  this  excellent 
support.  Let's  hear  from  the  other  95 $•  You  don't  have  to  be  a pro- 
fessional writer  to  have  items  published  in  the  NI  Bulletin.  The  5$ 
will  continue  to  give  their  support  but  they  are  beginning  to  need 
some  support  themselves  from  the  other  95$ • 


When  the  Board  of  Governors  agreed  to  expand  the  bulletin  to  at  least 
24-32  pages  monthly,  and  occasionally  possibly  larger,  it  meant  that 
the  5$  were  even  going  to  have  to  work  harder.  Some  of  the  work  load 
has  been  eased  by  the  consolidation  of  the  Emergency  Money  Society 
membership  into  the  rolls  of  NI.  Support  from  this  group  has  been 
overwhelming  through  the  efforts  of  my  Assistant  Editor  in  charge  of 
the  Emergency  and  Substitute  Money  section  of  this  periodical.  How- 
ever, Dick  Upton  informs  me  now  that  he  is  in  need  of  articles  on 
emergency  money  of  countries  and  states  other  than  Germany.  Let's 
hear  from  you  new  NI  members  interested  in  emergency  money  on  this. 

In  the  meantime,  we  are  in  need  of  articles,  short  and  long,  fillers, 
etc.  in  order  to  keep  the  bulletin  at  24-32  pages  monthly  in  the  months 
to  come.  Get  your  feet  wet  and  join  the  other  authors  in  the  pool.  | 

ooooo 


FROM  THE  ASSISTANT  EDITOR 

Coming  Attractions  from  the  Realm  of  Emergency  Money 

Because  your  emergency  money  editor  cares,  because  the  NI  Board  cares, 
because  several  NI  and  former  EMS  members  care,  the  following  articles 
and  items  shall  be  appearing  in  the  NI  Bulletins  during  1974. 

We  shall  have  articles  on  the  German  Inflation  of  1922-1923  along  with 
graphic  charts  covering  this.  Also,  similarities  between  this  inflation 
and  the  present  US  inflation  spiral  will  be  made.  There  will  also  be 
more  forwards,  prefaces  and  introductions  (translated)  from  the  early 
Writer  Funck  and  other  catalogs  covering  the  likes  of  German  POW  tokens, 
Street  Railway  Tokens,  Gas  and  Utility  Tokens  and  Privately  issued 
tokens  of  the  1914-1924  emergency  money  era.  Also,  there  will  be 
forthcoming  articles  on  emergency  money  from  Spain  (covering  the 
Spanish  Civil  War  Years),  Portugal,  Italy,  France  and  elsewhere. 


Last,  but  not  least.  In  due  course,  it  is  hoped  that  certain  catalogs 
can  be  photocopied  or  duplicated  and  donated  to  the  NI  Library.  These | 
old  emergency  money  catalogs  are  priceless  so  to  speak,  as  very  few 
exist  anywhere.  Therefore,  their  preservation,  translation  of  pre- 
faces, and  ultimate  availability  to  the  NI  membership  is  a prime  goal. 


In  addition  to  these  plans,  I would  like  to  make  a plea  for  articles 
on  emergency  money  of  countries  and  states  other  than  Germany. 

Yes,  the  above  is  being  accomplished  and  will  be  done--because  we  care. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Some  "newer"  books  from  my  library: 

"Prix  et  monnaies  au  Portugal"  by  Vitorino  Magalhaes  Godinho.  Paris, 
1955-  Xvi-372  pages. 

Covers  the  period  1750-1300  and  despite  the  title  is  a scientific 
treatise.  Magalhaes  Godinho  is  a master  of  his  art  and  must  be  con- 
gratulated on  his  efforts  to  throw  some  light  on  these  areas  of  numis- 
matics which  overlap  with  economic  history.  For  those  collectors  with 
an  interest  in  the  human  aspect  of  the  subject,  this  would  be  of 
interest. 


"Mouvements  monetalres  dans  l'Etat  de  Milan  (1580-1700)"  by  Carlo 
Cipolla.  95  pages.  Paris,  1952. 

Another  good  study  of  interest  to  serious  students  of  Italian  numis- 
matics. Cipolla,  though  not  a numismatist  as  far  as  I am  aware,  has 
written  several  socio-economic  works  which  are  quite  useful  for  the 
study  of  Italian  numismatics. 

Reviews  by  Julius  A.  Lashley  Vallet 


Catalog  of  the  ISLAMIC  COINS  PI  THE  ARCHAEOLOGICAL  MUSEUM,  INSTANBUL, 
by  Ibrahim  and  Cevriye  Artuk.  Vol.  2.  Illus.  pp.i-vii,  519*  197^: 

A new  museum  catalog  of  coins  in  any  language  is  an  important  inter- 
national numismatic  event,  and  this  one,  even  though  it  is  selective, 
is  no  exception.  The  first  of  the  two-volume  catalog  of  the  Islamic 
coins  on  exhibition  at  the  Maseum  was  published  in  the  Turkish  lan- 
guage in  1971,  and  it  contained  descriptions  of  257^  coins  with  many 
of  the  rarities  illustrated  on  the  fifty  eight  plates. 

The  second  volume  just  released  contains  descriptions  of  more  than 
1200  coins  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  the  Great  Khans  (including  the 
Khans  of  the  Krimea),  minor  dynasties  (Eretnids,  Kara  Koyunlu,  Ak 
Koyunlu  and  others),  Shahs  of  Iran  with  a few  coins  from  Timurids, 
Shaybanids,  Ghaznavids,  ending  with  a section  on  the  coins  of  the 
Sultans  of  Delhi,  with  Jaunpur,  Malwa  and  Gujerat. 

There  are  many  pages  of  text  dealing  with  the  coinage  of  the  various 
rulers,  the  history  and  related  matters  all  of  which  will  be  studied 
by  readers  who  are  more  familiar  with  the  Turkish  language  than  this 
reviewer.  The  scattered  statements  of  new  facts  and  evidence  cannot 
be  dealt  with  in  this  brief  notice  of  its  publication  but  will  be 
commented  on  later  when  the  work  can  be  reviewed  in  more  detail. 

The  illustrations  of  the  coins  on  fifty  eight  plates  are  in  actual 
size  or  enlarged  for  purposes  of  study,  and  there  are  many  illustra- 
tions of  coins  throughout  the  text.  The  printed  Arabic  legends  from 
the  coins  greatly  enhance  the  value  of  this  work. 

An  excellent  Turkish  and  Arabic  index  of  mint  towns,  and  the  kuranic 
inscriptions  found  on  the  coins,  for  both  volumes,  with  a fine 
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BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS  AND  MAILING  COMMITTEE  MEET TWO  SCHEDULE 


Board  of  Governors  Meeting:  June  26,  1974  at  home  of  John  Vandigriff, 

6830  Yorkwood  Circle,  Dallas,  Texas 
(Phone:  214-239-9016) 

Mailing  Committee  Meeting:  July  3>  1974  at  home  of  Tom  Melody, 

6237  Alpha  Road,  Dallas,  Texas 
(Phone:  214-239-2902) 

Any  member  having  business  to  bring  before  the  Board  of  Governors  is 
invited  to  attend  that  meeting. 

Volunteers  are  always  welcome  at  the  Mailing  Committee  Meeting  as  there 
is  plenty  of  work  to  go  around,  especially  this  month  due  to  the 
additional  mailing  of  the  annual  membership  list  and  the  larger  NI 
Bulletin. 


VOLUNTEERS  AND  SUGGESTIONS  NEEDED  FOR  FORMATION  OF  A MASTER  CARD  FILE 
SYSTEM  WHICH  WILL  SUPPLEMENT  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


As,  hopefully,  members  are  aware  from  previous  article  in  the  NI 
Bulletin,  NI  is  commencing  a long  term  project  to  establish  a master 
collection  of  coins.  In  support  of  this  it  has  been  suggested  that 
NI  also  establish  a master  card  file  to  supplement  the  coin  collection. 

The  general  purpose  of  the  card  file  would  be  to  have  available  re- 
search data  on  each  coin  either  with,  or  in  advance  of,  the  actual 
possession.  It  has  been  initially  suggested  that  each  card  would  in- 
clude historical  information  or  references,  a photograph  of  the  coin, 
plus  metallic  contents,  weights,  measurements,  identifying  numbers, 
etc.  to  such  an  extent  that  a sizeable  amount  of  basic  research  could 
be  accomplished  by  reference  to  the  card  alone. 

NI  member  Granvy  Hulse  has  agreed  to  supervise  the  card  file  project 
and  has  divided  the  task  into  three  parts. 

I.  Using  white  5 x 7 cards  as  background,  establish  a form  that 
would  list  the  desired  data  on  each  specific  coin. 

II.  Once  the  form  has  been  agreed  upon,  and  reproduced,  solicit 
volunteers  to  accept  responsibility  for  specific  country,  or 
countries.  Each  country  recorder  would  receive  a quantity  of 
blank  cards  and  from  available  books  make  two  copies  for  each 
coin.  One  copy  to  be  forwarded  to  NI.  The  second  to  be  re- 
tained by  the  recorder  for  subsequent  up-dating  as  required. 

III.  Once  the  file  has  been  started,  a second  card  of  identical  size, 
but  of  different  color  and  content  would  be  established  for  each 
coin  of  which  counterfeits  have  been  noted.  These  cards  would 
be  filed  in  conjunction  with  the  master  card  above. 

To  begin  Part  I,  please  consider  what  you,  as  a collector  or  researcher, 
would  like  to  find  on  a reference  card.  Draw,  or  describe,  your  ideas 
and  forward  to  Granvyl  Hulse.  He  further  needs  to  know  if  you  feel  it 
should  be  one  card  per  coin/date/ variety  or  one  card  per  coin/type. 

All  suggestions  will  then  be  merged,  a suggested  form  prepared  for 
general  approval  at  a later  date.  Send  your  suggestions  to:  Mr. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  P.  0.  Box  696,  Det.  No.  1,  TSS,  APO  N-Y.  09378. 
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NI  1974  EUROPEAN  NUMISMATIC  STUDY  TOUR 

On  April  27,  1974  William  E.  Benson,  Tour  Coordinator  for  the  NI  1974 
European  Numismatic  Study  Tour,  sent  out  the  following  News  Release 
for  publication  on  May  10th: 

European  government  restrictions  upon  intra-country  transport  of 
numismatic  material  has  caused  Numismatics  International  to  cancel  its 
planned  annual  European  Numismatic  Tour  for  1974.  The  final  four 
days  of  the  tour  were  to  have  been  spent  in  Turkey,  but  that  govern- 
ment refuses  to  make  the  same  exception  that  the  USSR  granted  NI  last 
year. 

The  letter  received  from  the  Turkish  Embassy  by  NI  tour  director 
William  Benson  reads  as  follows : 

"With  reference  to  your  letter  of  January  9,  1974  and  the  Embassy's 
letter  of  March  5,  1974,  I would  like  to  advise  you  that  according 
to  information  received  from  the  Directorate  General  of  Antiques  and 
Museums,  Law  1710  on  Antiques  explicitly  prohibits  the  exchange  and 
exit  of  such  items  with  historical  value  as  coins,  medals  and  bank- 
notes. The  Directorate  General  has  also  informed  that  it  would  not 
be  possible  to  take  out  of  Turkey  any  of  these  items  in  case  they 
are  brought  into  Turkey  from  outside. " 

Three  months  of  correspondence  with  the  embassy,  a U.  S.  congressman 
and  the  U.  S.  embassy  in  Ankara  were  fruitless. 

On  an  unofficial  level,  a well  traveled  NI  member  who  is  a dealer 
specializing  in  Ottoman  Empire  coinage  warned  Benson  that  the  group 
"risked  jail  if  attempting  to  have  any  numismatic  contact  in  Turkey". 

The  final  straw  was  the  current  announcement  in  the  May  issue  of  World 
Coins:  "Obsolete  coins  may  not  be  imported  into  many  European 

countries,  particularly  Austria,  without  payment  of  customs  duties". 

The  NI  Board  of  Governors  could  see  no  way  to  assure  their  fellow  col- 
lectors that  a numismatic  tour  of  Europe  could  be  recommended  this 
year  or  until  such  restrictions  are  removed  for  the  individual  col- 
lector. All  deposits  are  being  returned  to  the  prospective  tour 
group  and  the  tour  is  cancelled. 

(A  photocopy  of  the  Turkish  Embassy  letter  was  attached  to  the  release.) 


ANCIENT  COIN  CLUB  FORMING  IN  ARKANSAS 


NI  member  Bud  Butterworth,  along  with  Jim  Lovette,  has  announced  the 
forming  of  a Ancient  Coin  Club  in  the  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  area. 

They  state  the  purpose  of  forming  such  a club  in  that  area  is  to 
further  the  study  and  history  of  Greek  and  Roman  Coins. 

Further  stated  is  that  there  will  be  no  dues  unless  enough  interest 
in  the  field  is  generated  to  publish  or  have  a monthly  news  bulletin. 

The  McArthur  Park  Museum  in  Little  Rock  has  given  the  group  a place 
to  meet  on  the  3rd  Friday  of  each  month  at  7:5®  P-M.  Interested  persons 
can  contact  the  group  at  2115  West  Long  17th  St.,  No.  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
72114  or  by  calling  501-375-5972. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR: 


The  King  of  Coins 


Regarding  the  small  article  on  "The  King  of  Coins"  on  page  97  of  the 
April,  1974  issue  of  the  MI  Bulletin.  In  Germany  1 Billion  reads: 
l.ooo.ooo.ooo.ooo  and  I think  not  in  all  parts  of  the  world  it  reads 
the  same. 


Walther  Hilke, 
Essen,  Germany 


2nd  Annual  V-I-C-E.  Counterfeit  Seminar 


Thank  you  for  the  excellent  NI  Bulletin  for  April.  On  behalf  of  the 
members  of  V-I-C-E.,  the  Vancouver  International  Coin  Enthusiasts 
Society,  I would  like  to  thank  you  for  the  coverage  you  have  so  freely 
given  to  our  up-coming  counterfeit  detection  seminar.  We  are  pleased 
to  advise  that  we  have  filled  the  forty  available  seatings  and  will 
have  students  from  as  far  as  Illinois  and  eastern  Canada. 

Milt  Blackburn 
Vancouver,  B.C.,  Canada 


Another  reply  to  the  "unhappy  collector" 


Excuse  my  wrong  English,  please. 

I was  very  enjoyed  myself,  yesterday,  to  read  page  84  of  "Numismatic 
International  Bulletin"  March,  excellent  Idea  and  project  to  write  a 
friendly  petition  to  Mr.  R.  S.  Yeoman  against  insertion  (of)  non- 
circulating coins  in  future  books  WC  and  CCW  style  Canada  and  so  on. 
Would  you  note  my  name,  as  world  collector  since  19^-7;  member  of 
several  international  coin's  association:  S.I.N.,  G.I.G.,  A.E.N., 

and  also  ...  a contributor  of  Mr.  Yeoman  since  several  years. 


Last  month  I was  writing  him  how  it  will  be  necessary  in  (the)  next 
edition  (of)  CCW  (to)  separate  usual  coins  from  commemorative  coins, 
and  just  usual  sets  will  be  now  numbered.  It  is  very  unjoyed  to  obtain 
big  silver  coins  non-circulating,  minted  just  for  (the)  collector: 
Barbados,  Bahamas,  Cook  Is.,  and  so  on.  They  must  go  away  from  correct 
reference  book  with  Arab  Emirates,  East  European  Democratic  Republics, 
without  omitted  San  Marino,  Malta,  Virgin  Is.,  Panama. 


Collector  is  not  stranger  tourist  who  buy  a silver  souvenir  from 
holidays. 


I am  also  a few  surprised  about  "Bureau  of  Standard"  of  S.I.N. 
organization  sleeping.  Not  any  news  about  "Black  Blot"  since  long 
time. 


Yann  Poupinot 

Chairman  of  "Association  Numismatique 
Armoricaine" 

Nantes,  France 

(Continued  on  page  179) 
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A DIE  CHANGE  OF 
THE  GOLD  LIRA  OF 
• ABDUL  HAMID  II 


by  Samuel  Laehman,  Haifa,  Israel 


In  the  long  reign  of  the  Ottoman  sultan  Abdul  Hamid  II  (a.H.  1293- 
1527/A.D.  1876-190$),  basically  only  two  series  of  coins  were  issued. 
All  coins  were  produced  by  modern  machines.  From  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  until  the  6th  regnal  year,  the  obverse  of  the  coins  show 
a flower  near  the  tughra.  Beginning  in  the  7th  year  and  until  the 
end  of  the  reign,  the  flower  was  replaced  by  the  word  "A1  Ghazi  (l). 

The  latter  series  was  in  use  for  28  years.  If  designs  are  used  over 
such  a long  period,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  some  variations  occur. 

A number  of  die  changes  of  the  silver  coins  have  already  been  described 
by  the  writer  (2). 


A study  of  the  gold  lira,  or  100  piastres  coin  of  Abdul  Hamid  II  of 
the  second  series,  with  the  word  "A1  Ghazi"  near  the  tughra,  revealed 
a die  change  in  the  31st  regnal  year.  The  obverse  was  re-engraved, 
while  the  reverse  remained  unchanged.  The  particulars  are  as  follows: 


Die  I:  Small  tughra,  9_l/2  mm  high.  The  right  prolongation 

of  the  tughra  points  to  the  fifth  leaf  (counted  from 
the  center).  The  two  dots  at  the  left  side  of  "A1 
Ghazi"  stand  above  each  other,  and  the  word  "A1  Ghazi" 
is  2-  1/2  mm  wide. 

Die  II:  Large  tughra,  10  mm  high.  The  right  prolongation  of 

the  tughra  points  to  the  sixth  leaf  (counted  from 
the  center).  The  two  dots  at  the  left  side  of  "A1 
Ghazi"  stand  besides  each  other,  and  the  word  "A1 
Ghazi"  is  3 m wide. 


The  following  coins  can  be  confirmed: 

Die  I:  Regnal  years  16,  l8,  20,  28  to  31- 

Die  II:  Regnal  years  31  to  jk- 

(1)  "A1  Ghazi"  - The  warriors  of  the  Faith  of  the  thirteenth  century 
in  Asia  and  Asia  Minor  were  called  "Ghazis",  like  the  ancestors 
of  the  house  of  Osman,  the  founder  of  the  Ottoman  dynasty.  In 
the  context  there  "A1  Ghazi"  is  a regal  title,  given  to  a sultan 
when  the  country  participated  in  a war. 

(2)  Samuel  Laehman.  The  Silver  Coinage  of  the  Ottoman  Sultan  Abdul 
Hamid  II.  Numismatic  Circular,  Vol.  77>  No.  12  (Dec.  1969),  p.  4l6. 

Samuel  Laehman.  Die  Varieties  of  Ottoman  Coins.  Numismatic 
Circular,  Vol.  8l,  No.  2 (Feb.  1973),  P-  51-52- 


DIE  I (Above) 
DIE  II  (Below) 


In  year  J1  both  varieties  exist  as  shown  in  plates  above.  Nothing 
can  so  far  be  said  about  the  coins  of  years  7 to  15- 


Most  likely  similar  changes  occured  on  the  other  denominations  of  this 
series.  So  far  only  very  few  other  coins  could  be  examined. 
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Long  overdue  information 

PREFACE  - 
Notgeld  of  Berlin 

1914-1924 

by  Albert  Peisker 

Translation  by  H.  A.  Bertrams  (From  German  Text) 

(Editor's  Note:  I am  deeply  appreciative  of  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Ber- 

trams in  translating  this  passage  from  Herr  Peisker 's  book  and  catalog. 
For  years  there  has  been  a need  for  books  and  catalogs  on  the  German 
notgeld  or  emergency  currency  of  the  1914-1924  era.  Herr  Peisker, 
along  with  others,  has  now  begun  to  satisfy  this  need.  Their  cata- 
logs, though  in  German  text,  are  very  easy  to  use  if  one  is  familiar 
with  notgeld  currency,  no  matter  how  slight.  However,  the  narrative 
text  of  the  prefaces  of  all  German  and  foreign  catalogs  is  something 
else  for  the  numismatist  with  only  a knowledge  of  English.  There  is 
a wealth  of  information,  background  data  and  the  like  in  these  pre- 
faces. The  cry  for  this  has  been  answered  by  Mr.  Bertrams,  and  several 
others,  who  will  be  translating  selected  prefaces  and  introductions, 
submitted  to  them  by  your  Emergency  Money  Editor.  There  will  be  both 
coin  and  currency  prefaces  translated.  Between  the  catalogs  and  the 
translations,  some  giant  steps  should  be  forthcoming  in  the  collecting 
of  emergency  money,  particularly  German,  in  the  United  States. ) 

For  a long  time  there  was  the  intention  to  oblige  the  wishes  of  a lot 
of  Berlin  friends  - and  collectors  - to  work  on  the  composition  and 
description  of  the  Berlin  Notgeld  of  1914-1924.  The  author  enjoyed 
very  much  the  variety  of  material  in  order  to  describe  for  the  younger 
generation  the  foregone  times  of  the  Notgeld  Era. 

Soon  after  the  beginning  of  World  War  I one  could  very  much  notice  in 
Berlin  the  deficiency  of  small  change  money.  Hit  the  most  were  the 
shopkeepers.  But  these  business  people  found  help  fast  in  issuing 
coupons  of  sums  of  invoices.  The  coupons  were  mostly  white,  sometimes 
colored,  cardboard.  One  side  was  the  respective  hand  written  voucher. 
The  other  side  was  "decorated"  with  the  handwritten  signature  or  the 
company  stamp  of  the  debtor.  For  several  years  existed  this  auxiliary 
manner  with  the  food  stores.  Soon  was  the  registered  customer  able 
to  give  in  payment  again  to  the  merchant,  baker  or  dairyman. 

However,  the  food  store  or  merchant  which  dealt  with  occasional  cus- 
tomers, had  to  make  the  experience  that  this  "voucher"  was  often  then 
turned  down  by  this  type  of  customer  (the  retail  type).  By  issuing 
Edeka  Vouchers  (Purchasing  Society  of  German  Merchants)  a certain 
change  was  obtained  by  the  smaller  shopkeepers.  The  handwritten 
voucher  of  the  single  smaller  merchant  was  substituted  for  a large 
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part  by  the  universally  accepted  Edeka  Voucher. 

Besides  these  vouchers  there  were  postage  stamps  offered  for  small 
change  and  again,  used  for  payment  purposes.  However,  the  more  the 
postage  stamps  changed  hands  as  a substitute  for  small  change,  the 
more  rejected  they  became  to  public  acceptance  in  loose  form  and 
soiled  by  circulation.  Since  the  use  of  postage  stamps  was  the  most 
convenient  and  most  economic  remedy,  a simple  and  hygenic  solution 
was  discovered.  Some  companies  had  made  the  so-called  "capsel" 
tickets  (encasements).  These  capsels  are  very  thin,  round  and  imprint 
ed  with  advertising  on  one  side,  hollow  and  glassined  on  the  other 
and  made  of  aluminum,  zinc,  tin  or  coated  metals.  As  a base  for  the 
postage  stamp  was  placed  a colored  piece  of  paper.  For  protection 
there  was  a clear  glassine  or  celluloid  pane.  To  give  the  inlay  a 
strong  hold  and  the  capsule  firmness,  the  rim  was  bent  over  the  pane. 
These  capsules  were  manufactured  by  Berlin  advertising  companies. 

The  postage  stamp  capsule  money  had  the  advantage,  that  they  were 
valid  all  over  Germany. 

Besides  the  postage  stamp,  which  as  a substitute  reached  its  culmina- 
tion, commerce,  workshops  and  factories,  as  well  as  several  banks, 
issued  special  metal  tokens  and  Notgeld  notes  at  very  early  times. 

Some  of  these  coins  and  notes  (privately  issued)  were  supposed  to  be 
valid  only  inside  the  company,  but  this  was  very  rarely  enforced  or 
exercised.  The  emergency  in  small  change  was  that  great.  The  stores 
close  to  a Notgeld  issuing  company  were  glad  to  accept  this  kind  of 
exchange.  The  bigger  department  stores  and  consumer  sales  locations 
where  there  somehow  was  an  advantage,  for  in  spring  of  1915  they  did 
issue  their  internal  pre-war  tokens  as  substitute  for  small  change 
money  and  let  this  circulate  in  the  public  payment  traffic.  But 
the  minimal  stocks  of  these  tokens  in  time  were  not  enough. 

During  1916  the  Berlin  Consumer  Society  issued  as  the  first  emergency 
coins  minted  of  zinc  material.  The  department  stores  Wertheim,  Tietz, 
Jandorf  and  Kadewe  followed  suit,  and  in  time  were  their  emergency 
coins  in  circulation  all  over  the  city  of  Berlin.  Even  the  coal  mer- 
chants and  the  vegetable  stores  (green  stuff  stores)  accepted  these 
tokens.  The  four-cornered  tokens  valued  at  2-l/2  pfennig  of  the 
"General  Berlin  Ominbus  Corp. " were  willingly  accepted  everywhere. 

The  first  token  in  Berlin  circulated  seems  to  have  been  however,  the 
octagonal  5 Pfennig  token  of  the  "People's  Coffee  and  Eating  Halls 
Corporation".  This  author  received  it  in  1915  in  a pub  in  the  Kom- 
mandaunten  Strasse.  At  first  this  was  a token  with  the  right  to  food 
and  drink,  but  later  it  was  used  as  a marker  for  payment. 

(Editor's  Comment:  Mr.  Peisker  not  only  wrote  it,  he  lived  it  1 Like- 

wise, our  translator  here,  Mr.  Bertrams,  also  a native  bom  German, 
lived  it.  The  two  of  them  know  from  what  they  say.  The  Notgeld  Era 
happened  --  the  tokens,  coins  and  currency  were  used  --  ask  these  two 
fine  men. ) 

The  Berlin  Magistrat  (City  Council)  started  to  issue  Notgeld  rather 
late,  just  before  the  Revolution  of  1918.  At  the  end  of  October  1918 
were  issued  the  first  City  Banknotes.  These  were  the  light  green  5 0 
Pfennig  notes,  5 and  25  Mark  notes.  The  50  Pfennig  notes  were  used 
until  1923>  the  5 and  25  Mark  notes  were  recalled  in  1919  as  soon 
after  issuing  the  latter  there  appeared  falsified  notes  in  many  differ 
ent  variations  and  shades  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Magistrat. 
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The  takeover  of  the  neighboring  autonomous  eight  cities,  the  surround- 
ing 59  farm  counties,  plus  28  estate  areas  of  the  Kreise  (Counties) 
of  Neiderbamim,  Teltow  and  Osthavelland  (Law  of  Greater  Berlin  of 
27  April  1920)  was  enough  reason  for  the  Berlin  Magistrat,  rushed  at 
that  time,  to  counteract  the  small  change  emergency  by  issuing  a 
Grandseries  of  20  different  50  Pfennig  notes.  This  series  altogether 
came  to  an  issuance  of  1 million  printed  of  each,  or  20  million 
pieces.  However,  only  five  (5)  notes  were  issued  to  each  inhabitant, 
thus  each  fourth  Berliner  could  get  in  possession  of  a complete  set. 
These  notes  were  printed  in  the  Reich  printing  office  and  were  de- 
signed by  Prof.  Ernst  Bohn,  instructor  at  the  Berlin  academy  of  arts. 
The  reverse  motifs  were  mainly  chosen  from  ancient  historical  sketches 
of  the  Markisch  Museum. 

For  the  sake  of  completeness  and  to  be  just  to  a friend  of  Berlin, 
included  in  this  composition  are  all  issues  of  the  towns  and  cities 
and  communities  before  the  founding  of  Greater  Berlin. 

For  the  acceptance  and  inclusion  of  the  notes  of  the  German  Reichsbahn 
(German  Railway  System)  the  author  couldn't  make  up  his  mind,  for 
they  were  issued  by  the  Reichsverkehrsminister  (Secretary  of  Traffic) 
and  were  valid  all  over  the  country  like  the  Reichsbanknotes. 

For  reason  of  collecting  techniques  is  every  single  note  numbered  when 
they  are  officially  issued.  The  private  issues  have  a number  for  each 
composition  of  an  issue,  i.e.,  5>  10;  50  Pfennig;  with  the  friendly 
permission  of  Herr  Dr.  Arnold  Keller,  his  standard  works  were  used 
for  the  paper  notgeld.  The  respective  Keller  catalog  numbers  refer 
to  the  special  catalogs  shown  in  the  list  of  literature. 

For  the  metal  notgeld  coins  the  basis  was  the  collection  of  this 
author. 

Regarding  the  postage  stamp  Notgeld  of  the  Hochbahn  Corporation, 
Berlin,  is  pointed  to  the  article  by  Bungerz  in  "Das  Notgeld"  in 
some  paragraphs  as  follows.  "In  the  category  of  capsule  tokens  are 
included  the  edified  one  by  the  Berlin  Hochbahn  Bes.,  small  envelopes 
of  paper  which  contain  a 'braunill'  15  Pfennig  token.  The  size  of 
these  small  envelopes  is  3.2cm  by  It-. 0cm  (centimeters),  the  front  side 
is  cut  out  in  the  center  by  a 1.0cm  diameter  and  through  which  the 
postage  stamp  is  placed  and  located.  On  the  front  side  (obverse)  is 
printed,  in  black,  'Hochbahn,  Ges.  Berlin/ 15  Pennig'.  Also,  'Time- 
saving At  All  Post  Offices  Will  Be  Blocks  of  Each  10  Transport 
Tickets'  may  be  found  on  the  reverse." 

D.R.G.M-  (Deutsch  Reiche  Gebruchs  Muster)  made  these  for  the  Hochbahn 
Corporation  as  did  Fastrain  Advertising,  Berlin,  NW9* 

Another  kind  shows  the  above  mentioned  inscriptions  on  both  sides  of 
the  inside  pages,  while  the  front  outside  shows  the  words  "Lothar 
Messow  15  Pfennig/Parkett  and  Linoleum  Repairsand  Floor  Waxing  Jobs. " 

In  his  work  "The  German  Wartime  Notgeld"  book,  I.  G-  Prange  mentions 
the  following.  The  Hochbahnges.  has  issued  these  stamp  envelopes  at 
their  counters  for  change  money,  but  they  did  not  accept  them  in 
return  as  payment.  That  had  in  effect,  that  these  postage  stamps 
could  be  used  for  postal  service  unspoiled.  Originally  only  the  5 
Pfennig  stamp  had  been  used  until  1920.  With  the  escalation  of  the 
transport  ticket  prices,  which  made  it  necessary  to  issue  higher 
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values,  there  were  added  the  10  Pfennig  at  the  end  of  1920,  in  early 
1921,  and  the  15  Pfennig  stamp  in  March  1921.  Later  in  1921,  a 1+0 
Pfennig  stamp  was  used. 

On  5 December  1920  the  Berlin  Morgenpost  wrote,  "Because  of  change 
money  deficiency  the  Hochbahn  sees  herself  forced,  when  selling 
transport  tickets,  to  issuing  postage  stamps  instead.  These  will  be 
issued  in  order  to  offer  them  to  the  public  in  a clean  and  handy 
shape,  not  in  loose  form,  but  in  small  paper  envelopes  which  contain 
on  5 or  10  Pfennig  stamp.  However,  the  Corporation  declares  that 
they  will  not  accept  these  envelopes  plus  their  contents  as  kind  of 
payment . 

For  the  yielding  of  extracts  from  the  respective  works  and  for  giving 
information  I shall  express  my  thanks  in  this  book  to  Herr  Dr.  Arnold 
Keller  as  well  as  all  the  other  gentlemen  for  their  references  and 
helping  indications. 

Also,  the  Notgeld  notes-collection  of  the  Berlin  Archives  of  the  Land, 
the  Siemens  Archives,  and  the  Central  Cabinet  for  Coin  Research  at 
Berlin,  who  gave  so  valuable  information. 

The  author  will  be  thankful  for  any  corrections  and  additions. 

Berlin  in  May  1972  Albert  Peisker 

(Note:  Following  are  examples  of  the  various  types  of  metal  coins, 

postage  stamp  encasements,  and  currency  issued  and  used  in  Berlin, 
1914-1924. ) 


City  Credit  Note  (Tiergarten  Dist.) 
106  x 55mni  (Red  and  Black)  50  P 
No.  2 in  Set  of  20  (1921  Issue) 
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City  Street  Railway  Note  1922 
(Showing  obverse  and  reverse) 
86  x 59mm  (Red  and  Black) 
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Middle  District  Creditbank  Note 
l60  x 89mm  (Black  and  White) 

( 1 Million  Mk)  1923  Inflation  Note 


Gut  (ok  5 Pfg;  ? :• 
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Private  Issue  (1921)  50  Pfg  Private  Issue  (no  date)  5 Pfg 

6l  x 35mm  (Black  and  White)  Hartung,  Inc.  (Lichtenberg  Dist. ) 

88  x 53i™  (Black  and  Green) 


— . ;V)  I I 

GutW  lO  'Pfg.-  : 


FRHNZ  SEiFFERT  & CO. 


OiL. 


'AVM 


Private  Issue  (1917)  10  Pfg 
Franz  Seiffert  and  Co. 

86  x 35i™  (Dk.  Green  and  Black) 
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Examples  of  Encased  Postage  Stamp  Money  Used  in  Berlin 
Brand  and  Son  - Berlin:  5 Pfg  Bavarian  Stamp 

Boelke  Brothers  - Berlin:  5 Pfg  Germania  Stamp 

Both  Reverses  - Stamped  Steel  Encasements 
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1 Rentenmark  (Reformation  Currency)  Nov.  192J 
Issues  by  Siemens  Co.  (After  Stabilization)  After  Inflation 
(Siemens  Co.  is  like  the  US's  Western  Electric  Co.) 


€ 


Berlin  Machine  Works 
25  Pfennig 


Berlin  Ominbus  Company 
2-1/2  Pfennig 


156 


City  Council 
Charlottenburg  Dist. 
Food  Token 


German  Gas  and  Light  Co. 
10  Pfennig 


> 


Berlin  Discount  Association 
A Consumer  Union 
100  Pfennig 


Deutsch  Ton  and  Ste ingut  (DTS) 
German  Clay  and  Stoneware  Company 
3 Mark  Porcelain  Coins 


Peoples  Coffee  and  Food  Hall 
Society 

5 (Pfg)  Wertmarke  (Token) 


Spandau  (District)  Railway 
Token 

Good  for  1 Cup  of  Coffee 


» 


Berlin  (Wittenau  District) 

Automatic  Gas  Meter  Token 
(Slotted  and  c/S  with  Stars) 

Note:  This  is  Dr.  Arnold  Keller's  Home  Town 
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New  and  Improved  Notgeld  Catalog 


WALTER  FUNCK 'S  "DIE  NOTMUNZEN" 
by  Dick  Upton 


In  no  way  is  this  book  review  intended  to  "put  down"  the  catalog  Emer- 
gency Coins  of  Germany,  nor  to  impede  its  sale  by  NI.  After  all,  this 
author  did  put  it  together,  edit  it,  and  holds  the  copyright  to  it. 

For  its  purpose,  it  is  still  the  best,  though  its  prices  listed  are 
obsolete,  what  with  inflation  and  the  passing  of  time. 


« 


Unlike  Emergency  Coins  of  Germany,  which  was  released  in  January  1970; 
Die  Notmunzen,  by  the  late  Walter  Funck  hit  the  United  States  in  Feb- 
ruary? I97I.  This  fine  catalog,  with  its  up-do-date  pricing  of  the 
Municipal  issued  German  notgeld  coins  of  1914-1923,  was  revised  and 
published  by  the  noted  German  publisher,  Holger  Dombrowski. 


A little  background  to  show  the  efforts  made  over  the  years  by  authors 
to  assist  the  collectors  of  German  notgeld  coins  --  emergency  coins  if 
you  please. 


The  late  Dr.  Arnold  Keller  was  first  to  catalog  and  publish  works  on 
these  coins  and  tokens.  This  was  in  1921.  In  1922,  fellow  author  and 
numismatist  Walter  Funck  began  cataloging.  Both  continued  their  ef- 
forts in  coins  and  currency  until  their  deaths  in  1972  and  1955  re- 
spectively.  Bob  Lauband  the  late  0-  P-  Ecklund,  American  authors  and 
numismatists,  got  into  this  field  in  the  1940 's  and  1950's-  Both 
published  catalogs  after  having  had  their  cataloging  published  in 
the  American  Numismatic  Association's  The  Numismatist. 


They  all  --  Keller,  Funck,  Lamb  and  Ecklund  --  covered,  or  attempted 
to  cover,  the  municipal  metal  coins.  Keller  and  Funck  also  cataloged 
the  paper  issues.  All  constantly  updated  and  improved  their  works. 

Through  the  efforts  of  l4  members  of  the  Emergency  Money  Society  and 
some  non-members,  the  catalog  Emergency  Coins  of  Germany  (ECG)  took 
some  giant  strides  over  the  previous  works  of  Keller,  Funck,  Lamb  and 
Ecklund.  However,  without  these  men,  the  EMS  catalog  would  still  be 
a dream.  They  set  the  pace  and  laid  the  foundation. 


The  ECG  catalog  was  the  first  catalog  to  cover  all  types  of  German 
metal  emergency  coins,  municipal,  private,  POW  and  Strassenbahn,  as 
well  as  utility  tokens,  all  under  one  cover. 


However,  Walter  Funck 's  Die  Notmunzen  still  remains  the  best  as  far  as 
the  municipal  metal  coins  and  tokens  of  the  1914-1923  era  are  concerned. 
And  Dombrowski 's  latest  revision  of  this  catalog  has  made  it  even 
better. 


Die  Notmunzen,  though  written  in  German  text,  is  written  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  facilitate  easy  use.  It  contains  some  B890  different 
types  of  municipal  coins,  from  some  6l8  different  cities,  towns  and 
villages.  It  covers  mintage  figures  for  approximately  half  of  the 
issues,  as  well  as  sizes,  metallic  content,  and  other  pertinent  infor- 
mation about  all  coins. 

Dombrowski,  in  his  revision  of  Die  Notmunzen,  has  increased  the  number 
of  photographs  over  all  previous  revisions  and  all  other  catalogs  ever 
released.  Mintage  figures,  by  research  of  this  author,  appear  quite 
accurate  in  all  respects. 


Rarities  and  scarcities  are  well  shown  in  the  mintage  figures  and  in 
the  pricing  of  each  and  every  piece  listed.  Prices  are  given  in  West 
German  marks*  but  are  easily  converted  to  dollars  and  cents.  It  has 


been  verified  with  both  German  and  American  collectors  that  the  mint- 
ages are  accurate  and  that  the  prices  listed  are  actually  prevailing 
in  Germany  and  Europe  at  this  time.  This  was  done  as  there  was  a con- 
siderable increase  in  the  number  of  mintage  figures  given  and  the 
prices  over  all  previous  catalogs,  both  German  and  American  authored. 

A survey  was  made  of  a selected  number  of  pieces  listed  in  the  197^ 
revised  edition  of  Die  Notmunzen.  We  selected,  at  random,  366  pieces 
with  mintages  given  and  found  the  following  spread  with  regard  to 
individual  pieces  surveyed. 


Mintages  under  500  pieces: 
under  1000  pieces: 
under  2000  pieces : 
Mintages  2000-3000  pieces: 
3000-5000  pieces : 
5000-6000  pieces: 
6000-7500  pieces: 
7500-10,000  pieces: 

10.000- 15,000  pieces: 

15,  000-25, 000  pieces : 

25,  000-hO,  000  pieces: 

000-50,  000  pieces  : 

50.000- 70,000  pieces: 

70.000- Q0,000  pieces: 

90,000-110,000  pieces: 

110.000- 200,000  pieces: 

200.000- 300,000  pieces: 

300. 000- 500, 000  pieces : 

Over  500,000  struck: 

Over  1,000,000  struck: 

Total  types  surveyed : 


2 types  listed 

6 types  listed 

7 types  listed 

15  types  listed 

16  types  listed 
25  types  listed 
11  types  listed 
37  types  listed 
50  types  listed 
31  types  listed 
30  types  listed 
36  types  listed 
20  types  listed 

17  types  listed 

7 types  listed 
20  types  listed 
9 types  listed 
6 types  listed 
13  types  listed 

8 types  listed 

366 


Even  with  this  catalog  being  able  to  provide  such  figures  and  permit- 
ting such  a survey,  the  descriptions  and  pictures  still  make  the 
catalog. 

And,  the  mintages  above  and  throughout  the  catalog,  as  well  as  mint- 
ages of  other  catalogs,  are  deceiving  for  this  reason. 

It  is  a known  fact,  that  on  the  average,  80 $ of  these  pieces  issued 
were  turned  in  to  the  city  or  town  governments  of  95$  of  the  entities 
issuing  during  the  recalls  of  these  municipal  coins  and  tokens.  Like- 
wide,  it  is  a known  fact  that  many  of  those  retained  as  collector's 
items  (not  turned  in  when  recalled)  were  lost  during  World  War  II. 
Therefore,  what  is  not  a known  fact,  is  exactly  how  many  of  the  coins 
are  now  actually  in  existence  or  available  to  collectors. 

In  any  event,  our  congratulations  to  Mr.  Dombrowski  for  his  fine  cata- 
log revision.  Easy  to  use,  informative,  accurate  and  well  prepared. 
Well  worth  the  US  price  of  $16.50. 

Following  are  reproductions  of  pages  5^-  and  55  from  the  Funck  catalog. 
The  two  pages  are  representative  of  the  price  spread  throughout  the 
catalog  and  the  figures  or  values  shown  are  in  Marks.  The  first 
column  shows  the  price  for  VF  through  AU  and  the  second  column  shows 
prices  for  Good  through  Fine.  Divide  the  figures  by  three  (3)  to 
price  in  dollars  and  cents  (US). 
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88. 


DARMSTADT  (HESSEN)  Stadt 


1917 

88.1  10  Z 0 19,8 — 20  mm,  Schrotling  0,8 — 1,1  mm  dick  3 

88.2  10  E 0 19,8  mm,  Stempel  grober  und  feiner  3 

1919 

88.3  10  Z 019, 8 mm 

a)  0 ist  1 mm  of  fen,  erste  9 in  1919  of  fen  3 

b)  wie  a,  aber  9 geschlossen  3 

Stempeldrehung  vorkommend,  auch  Schrotling  1,4 
und  2 mm 

c)  0 ist  1,3  mm  offen  3 

Zu  3 Probe:  In  der  Mitte  gelocht 


89.  DAIJN  (RHEINPROVINZ)  Krcis 


89.1 


1920,  Rand  glatt 


89.1  10  E 0 20  mm,  Auflage  102  650  Stuck 

zu  Nr.  1:  Abschlage  in  Silbcr 


15 


90. 


90.1 

90.2 

90.3 


DEGGENDORF  (BAYERN)  Stadt 


90.2 


1917 

5 Z 0 17,8  mm 

10  Z 019,8  mm,  Schrotling  0,9— 1,2  nflm  dick 


20  Z 0 22,3  min 


8 

5 

10 
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90.4 

50  Z 0 23,7  mm 

10,— 

3,- 

1919 

90.5 

10  E 0 20  mm 

5- 

2,— 

tf1- 

DEUTSCII-EYLAU  (WESTPREUSSEN)  Stadt 

1916/17 


91.1 

50  ZJ0'24,2 — 24,5  mm  (Kanten  versch.  Abstand) 
Auflage  8 205  Stuck 

100,— 

SO- 

91.2 

50  E 0 24,5  mm,  Auflage  5 175  Stuck 

150,— 

SO,— 

1917,  mit  Wappen,  rund 

91.3 

10  Z 0 20  mm,  Auflage  10  440  Stuck 

85,— 

28, — 

1918,  mit  Wappen,  rund 

91.4 

10  E0"19,5  mm,  Auflage  10  600  Stuck 

75,— 

25, — 

91.5 

50  E 0 24  mm,  Auflage  5 450  Stuck 

150, — 

GO, — 

1920,  mit  Wappen,  rund 

91.6 

10  E0  2O  mm,  Auflage  101  500  Stuck 

a)  auf  Wappenseite  doppelter  Kreis, 
auf  den  Turmen 

feine  Spitzen 

20, — 

7 — 

b)  auf  Wappenseite  einfacher  Kreis, 
auf  den  Turmen 

grobere  Spitzen 

20,— 

7,— 

91.7 

50  E 0 24,2  mm,  Auflage  10  423  Stuck 

75,- 

25,— 

91.8 

10  Z 0 20  mm,  o.  J. 

500,— 

92.  DIEBURG  (HESSEN)  Kreis 


55 


- S’ 


VARIATIONS  IN 
CASH  PIECES  OF 
THE  MANCHU 
DYNASTY 

by  dan  cruson 

PART  I - PROBLEMS 


Although  western  numismatics  as  a field  of  interest  and  study  can 
trace  its  history  from  the  time  of  the  Renaissance,  Chinese  numis- 
matics has  a pedigree  that  can  reliably  be  traced  to  the  Sung  dynasty 
in  the  12th  century.  Interest  in  early  Chinese  coinage,  however, 
goes  back  at  least  to  Ssu  Ma-Ch'ien  of  the  Former  Han  dynasty  (the 
third  century  BC)  who  deals  with  the  subject  in  the  economics  section 
of  his  monumental  History  of  China  To  The  Han  Dynasty.  It  can  with 
some  safety  be  assumed  that  Chinese  numismatics  is  the  oldest  branch 
of  the  general  field  of  numismatics.  It  is  also  a branch  of  numis- 
matics which  has  recently  begun  to  emerge  as  an  interest  of  the  western 
numismatist  along  with  the  general  renewed  interest  in  China  that  has 
occured  over  the  past  few  years.  This  is  especially  gratifying  to 
the  old  China  specialist  since  new  methods  of  scholarship  are  begin- 
ning to  correct  many  of  the  misunderstandings  of  China's  numismatic 
past  and  are  further  attacking  some  of  the  persistent  problems  of 
this  field  with  new  energy  and  insight.  Ore  of  the  most  persistent 
problems  that  has  yet  to  be  dealt  with  is  that  of  variations  in  cash 
pieces,  especially  as  these  variations  appear  in  the  last  dynasty 
( 1644-1911) . 

As  the  novice  approaches  the  task  of  collecting  Manchu  dynasty  cash 
pieces,  his  first  interest  is  in  amassing  a set  of  pieces  for  each 
of  the  ten  emperors.  After  a brief  struggle  to  acquire  pieces  for 
Yung  Cheng,  Tung  Chih,  and  possibly  Hsuang  Tung,  the  collector  has 
now  to  turn  to  the  much  greater  task  of  putting  together  a set  of 
cash  pieces  for  each  mint  operating  under  each  of  these  emperors. 

This  in  itself  is  a Herculean  task  which  will  occupy  several  years 
and  a few  dollars  judiciously  spent.  There  are  eighteen  major  mint- 
ing provinces  if  we  ignore  for  a moment  the  more  remote  minting  areas 
of  Tibet,  Sinkiang,  and  Taiwan,  and  many  of  these  have  more  than  one 
mint  which  often  were  used  only  intermittently.  Thus  the  number  of 
mints  which  will  have  to  be  collected  for  any  reign  varies  consider- 
ably. A complete  mint  set  for  Kang  Hsi  (1662-1722)  for  example, 
numbers  twenty-two  including  one  piece  for  Taiwan.  Yung  Cheng's  brief 
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reign  of  twelve  years  (1723-35)  involves  twelve  pieces,  and  the  magni- 
ficant  reign  of  Ch'ien  Lung  (1736-96)  needs  twenty-four  pieces  includ- 
ing one  for  Taiwan  and  five  for  Sinkiang  to  complete  a set.  Several 
of  the  pieces  needed  to  complete  any  of  these  sets  are  rather  rare 
( such  as  those  for  Sinkiang)  and  thus  require  a substantial  cash  out- 
lay. 

Some  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  task  at  hand  may  be  obtained  by 
scanning  the  section  devoted  to  Manchu  cash  pieces  in  Fredrik  Schjoth's 
pivotal  catalogue,  Chinese  Currency.  His  numbering  runs  from  1359  for 
the  first  pieces  of  Shun  Chih  (l644-62)  to  1603  for  the  last  pieces 
of  Kuang  Hsu  (1875-1908).  A total  of  244  pieces  are  thus  recorded 
including  several  of  the  large  cash  types  of  Hsien  Feng  (1851-62)  and 
a number  of  major  varieties.  This  number  does  not  include  any  of  the 
pieces  for  the  last  emperor,  Hsuang  T'ung,  nor  does  it  include  a 
number  of  mints  for  Tung  Chih  and  Kuang  Hsu  which  have  turned  up 
since  the  volume  was  published.  Another  cataloguer,  Stewart  Lockhart, 
publishing  his  collection  in  the  year  1914  records  633  pieces  for  the 
same  period  as  covered  by  Schjoth,  but  Lockhart  insisted  on  recording 
every  major  variety  (and  a few  minor  varieties)  that  he  could  find. 

Even  at  that,  current  research  has  turned  up  a number  of  pieces  that 
he  missed. 

But  with  both  of  these  catalogues  there  appears  a major  problem  which 
deserves  some  attention  as  the  collector  becomes  more  sophisticated 
in  amassing  his  Manchu  cash  collection.  What  actually  constitutes  a 
variation  and  what  types  of  variations  should  the  collector  acquire 
in  order  to  feel  that  he  is  completing  his  collection?  Obviously, 
the  large  type  cash  pieces  of  Hsien  Feng,  along  with  those  of  Tung 
Chih  (l862-75)^  and  Kuang  Hsu  constitute  separate  types  of  cash  for 
each  mint  and  are  necessary  for  the  "complete"  collection.  But  does 
the  occasional  appearance  of  the  mysterious  balls  and/or  crescents  in 
the  field  near  the  mint  mark  constitute  a new  collectable  type?  If 
we  decide  to  collect  extraneous  marks,  what  about  calligraphic  vari- 
ations? How  much  of  a change  in  the  character  is  necessary  to  con- 
stitute a collectable  variation?  Are  changes  in  weight,  size,  and 
composition  collectable  variations?  If  so,  how  much  of  a change  is 
necessary?  And  so  on,  the  questions  continue  to  flow.  But  answers 
to  these  questions  are  necessary  in  order  to  define  the  scope  of  a 
Manchu  cash  collection. 

It  is  always  possible,  of  course,  that  a "complete"  collection  is 
impossible  and  that  the  collector  merely  redefines  varieties  into 
finer  and  finer  categories  as  he  becomes  more  and  more  sophisticated 
and  as  his  collection  grows.  A similar  process  as  this  has  occured 
among  collectors  of  U-S.  coins  who  have  interested  themselves  in  die 
varieties  of  early  U.S.  coinage  as  more  and  more  people  begin  to 
collect.  They  have  thus  pushed  back  existing  numismatic  frontiers. 

The  progress  of  continued  coin  collecting  involves  a continuous  re- 
defining of  collectable  types.  But  at  each  stage  of  increasing  so- 
phistication, questions  such  as  those  posed  above  have  to  be  dealt 
with  and  answers  somehow  arrived  at. 

There  is  also  another  important  reason  for  tackling  the  problem  of 
coin  varieties,  that  of  distinguishing  and  thus  creating  new  rarities. 
One  of  the  major  facets  of  numismatics  which  is  responsible  for  draw- 
ing in  new  enthusiasts  is  the  possibility  of  discovering  rare  coins. 
Unfortunately,  with  centuries  of  native  Chinese  numismatic  interest, 
most  of  the  rare  coins  have  been  picked  out  of  bulk  lots  of  cash 
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pieces  and  with  the  current  boom  of  cash  collectors,  those  rare  pieces 
that  have  been  picked  out  are  commanding  ever  higher  prices  on  the 
open  market.  This  situation  has  been  aggravated  by  the  recent  inter- 
est of  the  Japanese  whose  recent  economic  prosperity  has  left  large 
amounts  of  surplus  wealth  to  be  sunk  into  numismatic  areas.  As  a 
result  the  Chinese  cash  collector  has  run  into  ever  increasing  diffi- 
culties in  obtaining  rare  pieces.  By  distinguishing  varieties  of  the 
more  common  cash  types,  however,  rare  varieties  will  be  identified  and 
thus  new  incentives  will  appear  to  spur  on  the  study  of  Chinese  numis- 
matics. 


A further  "spin  off"  of  cash  variety  research  is  the  discovery  of 
correlations  between  distinguishable  cash  varieties  and  changes  in 
Manchu  monetary  policy.  This  would  enable  the  numismatist  to  be  able 
to  date  cash  pieces  more  precisely  and  thus  follow  the  vicissitudes  of 
Chinese  economic  fortune  and  misfortune  more  closely  than  is  possible 
at  the  present  time. 

In  the  remaining  parts  of  this  article,  then,  some  attention  will  be 
given  to  the  directions  that  can  be  taken  in  the  solution  of  variation 
problems,  first  in  the  area  of  weight  size  and  composition,  and  second 
in  the  area  of  calligraphy.  In  addition  an  attempt  will  be  made  in  the 
last  part  of  this  article  to  apply  some  of  the  principles  of  cash 
variation  to  the  coins  minted  by  Ch'ien  Lung  at  the  Peking  mints. 
Absolute  answers  as  to  what  constitutes  a variable,  of  course  cannot 
be  given  but  some  understanding  of  the  scope  of  the  problems  involved 
is  a first  step  toward  solving  the  problem  for  the  individual  collector. 


PART  II  - SIZE,  WEIGHT  & COMPOSITION 


It  is  in  the  area  of  weight,  size  and  composition  that  the  greatest 
variation  of  Manchu  dynasty  cash  pieces  occur.  These  variations  can 
be  accounted  for  in  two  ways  — 

1)  by  edict  of  the  various  Manchu  emperors  authorizing  official 
changes  in  cash  coinage,  and 

2)  by  spurious  issues  created  by  counterfeiting. 

Since  the  collector  is  usually  interested  in  official  coin  of  the 
realm  and  is  repulsed  by  counterfeit  pieces,  "official  variations" 
of  cash  pieces  are  the  focus  of  numismatic  interest.  However,  since 
counterfeiting  does  create  variation,  the  problem  of  detecting  counter- 
feits is  one  that  has  to  be  dealt  with. 


Rampant  counterfeiting  has  characterized  the  minting  of  Chinese  cash 
pieces  since  their  inception  sometime  during  the  Warring  States  period 
of  the  Chow  dynasty  (750-221  BC).  The  problem  of  counterfeiting  is 
one  for  which  the  Chinese  have  never  found  an  adequate  solution. 

Thus  in  any  "string"  of  1000  cash  the  collector  can  expect  to  find  a 
number  of  spurious  pieces  circulating  freely  with  official  issues. 
Their  crude  calligraphy,  low  weight  and  thin  size  usually  marks  them 
immediately  as  counterfeit  pieces.  However,  since  the  Chinese  emper- 
ors themselves  were  not  above  debasing  their  own  coinage,  crudity, 
light  weight  and  small  size  are  not  always  proof  of  counterfeiting. 

The  coinage  of  Tao  Kuang  is  a good  example.  The  size  and  weight  of 
one  cash  pieces  issued  early  in  the  reign  are  full  weight  and  measure 
25  to  25  mm.  in  diameter.  Alongside  of  these  pieces,  however,  the 
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collector  can  expect  to  find  many  officially  debased  pieces  of  l8  mm. 
diameter  and  of  correspondingly  light  weight. 

The  only  effective  way  to  reduce  the  number  of  spurious  issues  con- 
sidered as  official  variation  is  to  secure  a large  sampling  of  100 
or  more  pieces  for  a specific  emperor  and  mint.  The  variations  which 
appear  frequently  within  this  sampling  are  probably  official  since 
no  counterfeiter  could  cast  enough  cash  pieces  to  insure  their  regular 
appearance  in  large  lots  of  coins.  It  is  thus  necessary  to  find  two 
or  preferably  more  examples  of  a given  variation  before  it  is  cata- 
logued as  an  official  variant. 

This  method  is,  of  course,  only  feasible  for  cash  pieces  of  the  more 
common  emperor-mint  combinations.  For  rarer  pieces  such  as  those 
minted  by  Kang  Hsi  on  Taiwan,  there  is  great  difficulty  obtaining 
even  two  or  three  specimens  simply  to  record  obvious  variations.  A 
large  sampling  of  a hundred  or  more  pieces  for  the  purpose  of  elimin- 
ating spurious  variation  is  nearly  impossible. 

Eliminating  counterfeit  variation  wherever  possible  then,  we  find 
that  official  variation  created  by  edict  are  considerable  in  number. 
They  begin  almost  with  the  beginning  of  the  Manchu  dynasty  itself. 

In  1644  Shun  Chih  began  his  reign  as  first  Manchu  emperor  and  in  that 
year  he  established  the  two  Peking  mints  which  began  casting  cash 
pieces  weighing  . 1 liang  and  having  a composition  of  70$  copper  and 
30$  zinc.  (A  liang  is  the  Chinese  equivalent  of  a Western  ounce. 

.1  liang  = 3.75  grams.)  Within  a year  the  weight  of  the  official 
cash  piece  had  jumped  to  .12  liang  and  still  further  to  . 14  liang 
in  1657'  In  the  third  year  of  Kang  Hsi  (l684)  there  was  a weight 
reduction  to  . 1 liang  and  a composition  change  to  60$  copper  and 
40$  zinc.  Thus  in  the  first  forty  years  of  the  dynasty  there  had 
been  four  major  changes  in  weight  and  one  change  in  composition. 

(Note:  Further  information  on  Chinese  monetary  history  during  the 

Manchu  dynasty  can  be  found  in  Frank  H.H. King's  book.  Money  and  Mone- 
tary Policy  in  China  1843-1895)  • 

Hypothetically  then  it  should  be  possible  to  dintinguish  cash  pieces 
minted  in  different  periods  of  time  merely  by  weighing  them  and/or 
determining  their  composition.  Each  change  in  weight  then  should 
distinguish  different  minting  periods  and  the  cash  of  each  weight 
could  be  catalogued  as  a separate  weight. 

Unfortunately,  actual  weighing  does  not  show  such  clear  distinctions. 

A sample  of  twenty  pieces  minted  by  the  Peking  mints  during  the  reign 
of  Shun  Chih  reveals  an  almost  continuous  graduation  of  weights  from 
less  than  three  grams  (less  than  .1  liang)  to  over  five  grams  (about 
. l4  liang) . Even  assuming  that  the  sampling  includes  some  counter- 
feit pieces  there  still  is  no  neat  grouping  into  .1,  .12,  -125  and  .14- 
weights. 

Samples  for  the  Peking  mints  of  other  reigns  have  yielded  similar 
continuous  graduations.  This  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  the  of- 
ficial mints  were  somewhat  careless  with  the  weight  of  cash  pieces 
even  during  China's  economically  prosperous  and  stable  years.  Cash 
weights  could  vary  by  two  grams  or  more.  But  given  the  extremely 
low  value  of  the  cash  piece  (a  little  less  than  ten  to  the  American 
cent  during  the  19th  century)  these  weight  variations  were  hardly 
considered  as  critical  as  they  would  have  been  for  high  valued  silver 
or  gold  coins  in  which  weight  is  delicately  controlled  to  within  a 
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fraction  of  a gram.  This  type  of  careless  fluctuation,  however, 
renders  any  attempt  to  date  coins  by  weight  as  useless  and  it  destroys 
weight  as  an  effective  criteria  of  official  variation. 


Composition  fluctuations  also  hold  the  same  hypothetical  promise  as 
weight  since  the  detection  of  a change  in  copper  content  of  say  ten 
percent  could  be  used  to  place  a given  coin  into  a date  range.  The 
difficulty  here  is  that  even  if  there  were  distinct  compositional 
types,  the  composition  of  a coin  accurate  to  within  a decimal  point 
or  two  is  impossible  for  the  average  collector  to  determine  without 
costly  analytical  apparatus. 


There  is,  however,  one  major  type  of  composition  change  that  is 
readily  detectable,  e.g.  changes  from  from  brass  to  copper  or  more 
properly,  bronze.  The  standard  brass  pieces  such  as  those  cast  dur- 
ing the  opening  years  of  Shun  Chih's  reign,  as  noted  above,  consisted 
of  70$  copper  and  30$  zinc,  although  percentage  amounts  of  copper 
might  vary  down  to  55  or  even  50$  for  later  reigns.  This  composition 
produced  a yellow  colored  coin  which  is  characteristic  of  most  Manchu 
cash  pieces.  Occasionally,  however,  an  edict  would  authorize  an 
increase  in  the  copper  content  and  the  addition  of  small  amounts  of 
tin  and  lead.  This  produced  a dark  red  coin,  sometimes  called  "green" 
cash  as  a result  of  the  tendency  of  these  coins  to  develop  a light 
green  patina  from  slight  oxidation. 


Frank  H-H.  King  notes  that  "green"  cash  were  authorized  in  the  4th 
year  of  Ch'ien  Lung  (1740).  It  should  be  possible  then,  to  assign 
Ch'ien  Lung  cash  pieces  of  a definite  red  cast  to  this  period. 

Further  research  among  Chinese  dynastic  sources  is  needed  to  determ- 
ine when  such  coinage  ceased  for  this  reign  if  in  fact  it  did. 

Further  research  is  also  necessary  to  locate  other  changes  of  this 
type  for  other  reigns.  Given  the  number  of  bronze  cash  pieces  to  be 
found  for  all  of  the  reigns  from  K'ang  Hsi  to  Kuang  Hsu  in  any  random 
sampling  of  Manchu  coins,  such  research  could  be  very  valuable  for 
dating  cash  pieces  a little  more  precisely. 


Regardless,  the  readily  identifiable  bronze  cash  does  constitute  a 
variation  which  is  noted  in  catalogues  and  price  lists.  Schjoth's 
number  1422  (K'ang  Hsi  - Board  of  Works),  for  example,  appears  to 
be  one  of  this  type  and  price  lists  of  firms  such  as  the  Jade  Coin 
Co.  often  make  note  of  "copper  variant  of  the  Ch'ien  Lung  reign" 
which  were  for  sale. 


Size,  like  weight  and  composition,  also  promises  to  be  a source  of 
collectable  variation.  At  least  with  size  the  difficulties  of  costly 
analytical  apparatus  or  accurate  scales  is  not  encountered.  A good 
metric  ruler,  preferably  used  with  a pair  of  calipers,  is  all  that 
is  needed  to  produce  fairly  accurate  measurements  of  diameter. 


For  the  early  reigns  (Shun  Chih  through  Yung  Cheng)  cash  size  appears 
to  be  rather  standard,  hovering  around  25  mm. , with  a few  notable  ex- 
ceptions such  as  the  undersized  pieces  of  K'ang  Hsi  from  the  Peking 
mints.  As  we  approach  the  reigns  of  Ch'ien  Lung  and  his  successors, 
however,  size  begins  to  vary.  Although  this  variation  occurs  almost 
continuously  from  22  mm.  to  27  mm.  for  reigns  such  as  Ch'ien  Lung's, 
there  does  appear  to  be  a statistical  grouping  of  cash  pieces  into 
two  or  three  sizes.  Thus  for  the  Ch  'ien  Lung  pieces  minted  in  the 
Peking  mints,  there  is  a distinct  small  size  of  22  to  23  mm.  and  a 
large  size  of  about  25  mm. 
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It  should  be  noted  here  that  although  a coin  changes  its  diameter, 
there  is  not  always  a concomitant  change  in  its  weight.  The  small 
pieces  of  Ch'ien  Lung,  for  example,  exhibit  weights  that  are  roughly 
equivalent  to  the  larger  pieces.  This  may  be  accounted  for  by  the 
greater  thickness  of  the  small  pieces  which  compensates  for  the  loss 
of  diameter.  As  a result,  changes  of  size  cannot  necessarily  be 
linked  to  changes  in  weight  mentioned  in  Imperial  edicts.  The  cor- 
relation of  size  to  monetary  policy  is  therefore  going  to  be  much 
more  difficult  than  for  such  variables  as  composition. 

For  the  later  reigns  of  Tao  Kuang  and  Tung  Chih  such  size  variation 
as  discussed  for  Ch'ien  Lung  are  a little  more  tricky  since  there  is 
not  the  clear  size  grouping  that  is  found  in  the  Ch'ien  Lung  period. 
Coins  often  drop  below  22  mm.  to  20,  or  even  l8  mm.  for  some  of  the 
cruder  Tung  Chih  pieces.  There  still  is  a tendency,  however,  for 
small  coins  to  appear  which  can  be  readily  differentiated  from  larger 
pieces  of  the  same  reign  and  mint,  and  therefore  would  tend  to  qualify 
as  a variation.  This  is  substantiated  similarly  as  the  case  of 
copper-brass  variation,  by  catalogues  and  price  lists  which  make  note 
of  size  differentials,  designating  them  as  collectable  types. 

It  would  appear  then,  that  studies  of  weight,  size  and  composition 
will  yield  collectable  variations  of  at  least  size  and  composition 
even  though  accurate  dividing  lines  between  these  types  are  not  al- 
ways apparent.  This  further  appears  to  be  substantiated  by  the  major 
catalogues  of  cash  types  such  as  Schjoth  and  Lockhart  and  by  price 
lists  of  coin  firms  dealing  in  Far  Eastern  cash.  It  now  remains  to 
look  at  calligraphy  as  a possible  source  of  variation. 


PART  III  - CALLIGRAPHY 


Calligraphy,  which  ranks  as  a high  art  in  the  Far  East,  has  long  been 
known  to  produce  collectable  variations  in  Chinese  cash.  During  the 
Northern  Sung  dynasty  (96O-II27)  at  least  three  major  types  of  calli- 
graphic form  were  used:  the  orthodox  script  characterized  by  stiff, 

square,  block  characters;  the  "running  hand"  in  which  strokes  are  run 
together  as  if  made  in  great  haste;  and  the  seal  script  which  resemb- 
les the  Chinese  characters  developed  during  the  proto-historic  Shang 
dynasty.  Most  often  all  of  these  scripts  would  be  used  in  producing 
the  cash  for  each  reign  period,  creating  three  basic  cash  variations 
for  each  nien  hao  (reign  name).  In  addition,  changes  in  stroke  pat- 
terms  would  also  create  differing  cash  variations  for  each  type  of 
script.  As  a result,  the  number  of  collectable  cash  for  the  Northern 
Sung  dynasty  numbers  many  times  more  than  the  38  basic  nien  hao  types 

During  the  Manchu  regime,  the  emperor  used  only  the  orthodox  script 
on  his  cash.  Thus  major  calligraphic  differences,  such  as  those  which 
mark  the  Northern  Sung  dynasty,  don ' t appear.  Upon  close  examination, 
however,  there  are  variations  in  the  orthodox  script.  Some  of  these 
are  recognized  by  the  standard  catalogues.  An  example  is  Schjoth 's 
numbers  1463  and  1464  in  which  the  variation  of  the  lower  strokes  on 
the  "lung"  character  at  the  bottom  of  Ch'ien  Lung's  Board  of  Revenue 
pieces  are  acknowledged. 

The  vast  majority  of  such  variations,  however,  usually  go  unnoticed. 
It  is  indeed  strange  that  Schjoth  would  make  note  of  a change  in 
stroking  of  one  character  and  ignore  major  changes  in  two  other 
characters.  For  the  same  pieces  that  Schjoth  numbers  1463  and  1464, 


there  are  also  observable  changes  in  the  "tung"  and  "Ch'ien"  char- 
acters which  are  equally  as  noticeable  as  the  change  of  the  "lung" 
character  and  which  can  commonly  be  found  in  any  modest  sample  of 
pieces  of  the  1463-1464  type.  These  "unnoticed"  variations  for  the 
Ch'ien  Lung  coinage  will  be  discussed  a little  more  fully  in  the 
next  part  of  this  article.  For  the  present  we  have  to  try  to  answer 
the  question,  how  much  change  is  necessary  in  the  stroking  pattern 
of  any  given  character  to  create  a new  collectable  cash  variety? 

Taking  a handful  of  cash  pieces  for  the  Board  of  Revenue  mint  during 
the  reign  of  Ch'ien  Lung,  it  will  be  noticed  that  rarely  are  any  two 
cash  pieces  exactly  the  same  calligraphically.  This  is  especially 
true  if  there  are  differences  in  size  and  composition  of  the  cash 
pieces  being  examined.  Characters  will  tend  to  differ  by  being  a 
little  taller,  or  a little  broader,  or  a little  closer  to  the  coin's 
rim.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  Manchu  mint  mark  on  the  reverse 
of  the  coin.  These  variations  basically  are  minor  and  the  average 
collector  would  go  slightly  insane  trying  to  measure  and  catalogue 
them  all. 

As  larger  and  larger  numbers  of  cash  pieces  within  our  hypothetical 
handful  are  compared,  however,  significant  changes  begin  to  appear. 

Not  only  are  the  characters  a little  broader  or  taller  on  some  pieces, 
but  lines  have  changed  position  within  the  character  and  may  have 
also  changed  shape  or  new  lines  may  be  found  to  have  been  added. 

These  changes  which  may  be  detected  at  a glance  are  major  changes  of 
style  for  a given  character  and  may  be  considered  to  constitute  a 
coin  variety  just  as  Schjoth  differentiates  two  varieties  of  the 
"lung"  character  in  his  numbers  1463  and  1464  by  noting  the  addition 
of  two  short  vertical  strokes  added  at  the  bottom  edges  of  the  char- 
acter on  number  1463* 

Major  calligraphic  variations  of  this  type  are  most  easily  found  on 
the  "tung",  "Ch'ien"  and  "lung"  characters  of  coins  minted  at  the 
Peking  mints  during  the  reign  of  Ch'ien  Lung,  but  they  also  appear 
on  other  reign-mint  combinations.  For  example,  the  Board  of  Works 
coins  minted  during  the  reign  of  Chia  Ch'ing  show  differences  in 
the  top  strokes  of  the  "tung"  character  in  the  same  way  that  they 
appear  in  the  Ch'ien  Lung  pieces  of  the  same  mint.  Further  research 
will  undoubtedly  turn  up  other  examples  of  these  types  of  calligraphic 
variations  which  have  heretofore  gone  unnoticed. 

Just  as  the  obverse  characters  exhibit  calligraphic  variation  so  also 
do  the  Manchu  mint  marks  on  the  reverse.  One  of  the  most  noticeable 
examples  of  mint  mark  variation  is  the  Board  of  Revenue  designation 
on  the  reverse  of  Ch'ien  Lung's  pieces.  There  appears  to  be  two 
distinct  varieties  of  mint  mark;  one  showing  extreme  slanting  of  the 
lines  of  the  character  toward  the  bottom  of  the  coin  and  the  other 
with  squared  lines  extending  at  right  angles  to  the  base  line  of  the 
character.  The  squared  mint  mark  tends  to  be  associated  most  frequent 
ly  with  the  smaller  variety  of  Ch'ien  Lung  cash  which  might  mean 
that  the  smaller  field  necessitates  a cramped  style  of  calligrphy. 

Thus  we  might  have  a variety  distinguishable  by  either  calligraphy 
or  size.  This  will  be  dealt  with  a little  more  fully  in  the  next 
part. 

Although  not  technically  part  of  calligraphy,  extraneous  marks  appear- 
ing in  the  fields  of  cash  pieces  have  also  tended  to  create  collect- 
able varieties.  Appearing  as  early  as  the  Han  dynasty,  "Wu  Chu" 
pieces,  the  ball  or  dot  appearing  on  the  obverse,  or  more  usually  on 
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the  reverse,  has  created  a large  number  of  collectable  varieties 
based  on  its  position  with  respect  to  the  characters  or  the  square 
hole.  Similarly,  the  mysterious  crescent  appearing  first  on  the 
T'ang  dynasty  "Kai  Yuan"  pieces  has  created  more  than  thirty  Schjoth 
varieties  of  that  type  of  cash  piece,  depending  on  its  position,  the 
number  of  crescents  used  and  their  shape.  Other  marks  such  as  dashes, 
stars,  and  vertical  lines,  although  appearing  less  frequently,  have 
also  added  to  the  varieties  of  pre-Manchu  collectables. 

The  habit  of  using  extraneous  marks  continued  into  the  Manchu  period 
and  can  be  found  on  pieces  minted  as  late  as  the  reign  of  Kuang  Hsu. 
The  majority  of  these  types  of  varieties,  however,  have  remained 
uncatalogued.  Schjoth  does  occasionally  acknowledge  the  use  of  a 
ball  on  the  reverse  of  a piece,  such  as  his  number  1465,  but  his 
interest  appears  to  have  concentrated  generally  on  the  pre-Manchu 
pieces  since  a large  number  of  these  types  of  varieties  for  the 
Manchu  dynasty  are  ignored  along  with  a large  number  of  other  major 
types  of  variety.  Given  the  large  numbers  of  mistakes  made  by  Schjoth 
in  his  mint  designations  for  the  later  Manchu  reigns  and  considering 
the  badly  imcomplete  state  of  his  listings  for  the  reign  of  Tung  Chih 
and  after,  this  judgment  does  not  appear  to  be  too  harsh. 

Unfortunately,  Schjoth 's  inattention  to  collectable  varieties  for  the 
Manchu  period  is  shared  by  the  other  major  catalogues.  Even  Lockhart, 
whose  listings  are  much  more  complete,  has  concentrated  more  on  the 
pre-Manchu  varieties  than  he  does  on  the  Manchu  series  and  extraneous 
marks  only  occasionally  denote  new  collectable  varieties  in  his  work. 

The  varieties  created  by  extraneous  marks  in  the  fields  of  Manchu 
cash,  although  of  benefit  to  collectors,  is  of  little  value  to  the 
numismatist  since  these  marks  have  always  been  a mystery.  In  all  of 
the  voluminous  literature  surrounding  Chinese  currency  and  monetary 
policy  only  an  occasional  myth  has  been  cited  as  a reason  for  their 
existence.  Similarly,  no  mention  has  ever  been  found  either  account- 
ing for  the  appearance  of  extraneous  marks  on  Manchu  pieces  or  even 
telling  when  these  devices  were  used.  Therefore,  although  they  create 
new  types  of  coins  for  which  the  collector  can  search,  their  appear- 
ance sheds  no  light  on  monetary  policy  and  dating. 

To  summarize,  it  appears  that  abundant  criteria  exist  for  distinguish- 
ing new  varieties  of  cash  pieces  minted  during  the  Manchu  dynasty. 
Ignoring  weight  as  of  no  value,  size,  composition  and  calligraphy, 
including  extraneous  marks,  all  supply  types  of  variation  whicl)  when 
used  together,  creates  a new  panorama  of  collectable  types  for  the 
cash  collector  and  which  promises  to  supply  a great  deal  of  new  in- 
formation for  the  numismatist.  It  now  remains  to  apply  all  of  these 
criteria  to  a much  neglected  area  of  Manchu  numismatics,  the  Ch'ien 
Lung  coins  minted  at  the  Peking  Mints.  Thus  hopefully  the  points 
made  above  and  in  the  previous  parts  of  this  article  will  be  force- 
fully demonstrated  and  a method  will  emerge  for  applying  various 
criteria  to  the  rest  of  the  Manchu  series. 

PART  IV  — A CATALOG  OF  CH'lEN  LUNG 
VARIATION 

Of  all  the  reign-mint  combinations  of  the  Manchu  Dynasty  the  coins  of 
Ch'ien  Lung  minted  at  the  Peking  mints  (the  Board  of  Revenue  and  Board 
of  Works)  show  the  greatest  number  of  variations.  Thus  a listing 


such  as  that  below,  gives  a clear  picture  of  the  types  of  variations 
to  be  expected  in  Manchu  cash  pieces.  The  following  criteria  (more 
fully  discussed  in  the  preceding  parts  of  this  article)  were  used  to 
compile  this  listing: 


Weight 

Although  there  is  a spread  of  weights  from  3.4  grams  to  4.5  grams 
(.1  liang  to  .12  liang),  there  is  no  grouping  of  pieces  into  weight 
categories.  They  are  spread  almost  evenly  from  the  lower  to  the 
higher  figure.  As  suggested  in  the  second  part  of  this  article, 
weight  variations  can  be  disregarded.  (Note:  weight  figures  were 

taken  from  a sample  of  100  pieces.) 


Composition 

There  are  several  changes  of  composition  mentioned  by  chroniclers  of 
the  Ch'ien  Lung  era.  Given  the  difficulty  of  determining  minor 
changes  in  composition,  however,  -only  one  change  is  of  importance 
here  and  that  is  the  production  of  the  so-called  "green  cash"  of 
bronze  composition  mentioned  in  Part  II.  Its  deep  red  color  which 
contrasts  sharply  with  the  yellow  color  of  the  normal  brass  cash 
produces  an  easily  recognizable  variation. 


Size 


As  also  mentioned  in  Part  II  coins  of  this  mint-reign  type  range  in 
size  from  22  to  25  mm.,  but  they  tend  to  group  themselves  into  a large 
size  of  24  to  25  mm.  and  a small  size  of  22  to  23  mm.  There  is  also 
a larger  series  of  coins  recorded  by  Dr.  Ting  Fu-Pao  in  his  Li  Tai  Ku 
Ch'ien  T 'u  Shuo  (A  Catalog  of  Ancient  Chinese  Coins).  These  coins 
range  from  27  to  30  mm.  and  appear  for  both  the  Peking  mints.  The 
notation  of  Dr.  Ting  calls  them  "engraving  mothers"  by  which,  I assume, 
he  means  seed  coins  used  as  a master  for  casting.  Since  its  large 
size  would  preclude  its  use  as  a seed  coin  for  pieces  of  25  mm.  or 
less  it  might  be  that  these  pieces  are  the  "Yang  Ch'ien"  cash  pieces 
(or  masters  for  these  pieces)  which  were  produced  in  1752  especially 
for  the  eunuchs  of  the  imperial  household.  As  such  they  had  a very 
small  mintage  and  may  be  considered  scarce  varieties. 


In  the  absence  of  pieces  of  this  type  to  examine  more  closely,  I have 
ignored  these  pieces  in  this  listing  and  have  considered  only  two 
size  varieties.  Further  research  however,  may  confirm  the  existence 
of  the  "Yang  Ch'ien"  pieces  producing  a third  extra  large  type. 


Calligraphic  Variations 

In  the  area  of  calligraphy  the  Ch'ien  Lung  pieces  have  an  unusually 
abundant  number  of  varieties.  There  are  two  variations  of  each  of 
the  three  obverse  characters  as  well  as  three  and  four  variations  of 
the  Board  of  Works  and  Board  of  Revenue  mint  marks  respectively. 


A variety  of  the  "lung"  character  on  the  bottom  of  the  obverse  side 
has  already  been  noted  by  Schjoth  who  assigns  it  number  1463 • Schjoth 
however,  only  records  this  variation  for  the  Board  of  Revenue.  Recent 
research  has  discovered  a similar  variation  for  the  Board  of  Works. 

On  pieces  for  both  mints  the  variation  appears  as  two  short  vertical 
strokes  on  either  side  of  the  bottom  stroke  of  this  character  (see 
Chart  I). 


Variation  of  the  "Ch'ien"  character  appears  in  its  right  half.  The 
main  stroke  appears  in  either  a Z form  or  a hooked  form  as  noted  in 
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DIAGRAM  OF  CALLIGRAPHIC  VARIATIONS 


Variation  of  the 
"Ch'ien"  Character 


Variation  of  the 
"Lung"  Character 


Variation  of  the 
"T'ung"  Character 


Mint  Mark  Variation  for 
The  Board  of  Revenue  Mint 


Mint  Mark  Variation  for 
The  Board  of  Works  Mint 


4th  line  extremely 
slanted 


1. 


squared 


2. 


squared 


3- 


4. 


5th  line  separated 


4th  line  slightly 
slanted 


2. 


1st  line  bent  and 
3rd  line  slightly 
slanted 


1st  line  bent  and 
3rd  line  extremely 
slanted 


CHART  I 
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Chart  I.  This  variation  appears  only  for  the  Board  of  Revenue  mint. 

The  Board  of  Works  has  the  Z form  exclusively. 

The  "Tung"  character  variation  appears  in  the  top  two  strokes  which 
may  be  two  perpendicular  lines  with  a hooked  horizontal  component 
or  two  parallel  lines  connected  by  a short  vertical  stroke  at  the  end 
of  the  top  horizontal  stroke.  This  variation  appears  on  pieces  of 
both  the  Peking  mints.  (See  Chart  i). 

The  reverse  mint  mark  demonstrates  four  varieties  for  the  Board  of 
Revenue  and  three  for  the  Board  of  Works.  These  variations  occur 
as  the  horizontal  lines  of  the  Manchu  character  are  slanted  with 
respect  to  the  vertical  base  line  as  is  shown  in  Chart  I. 

Extraneous  marks  are  cataloged  by  both  Schjoth  and  Dr.  Ting.  The 
former  authority  records  one  variety  of  coin  having  a ball  above 
ihe  hole  on  the  reverse  of  a Board  of  Revenue  piece  ( listed  as 
number  1465).  Dr.  Ting,  in  addition  to  the  one  mentioned  by  Schjoth, 
records  another  type  with  a ball  below  the  hole  and  a similar  type 
for  the  Board  of  Works.  These  types  are  rather  rare  and  further  re- 
search is  needed  to  determine  if  there  are  other  "ball  marked" 
varieties. 

For  convenience  in  visualizing  the  number  of  varieties  recorded  to 
date,  two  charts  (Charts  II  and  III)  have  been  constructed  showing 
the  common  varieties  for  both  mints.  These  charts  give  letters  to 
indicate  each  variety  type.  It  can  be  seen  from  a quick  count  that 
there  are  seventeen  varieties  for  the  Board  of  Revenue  pieces  and 
ten  varieties  for  the  Board  of  Works,  making  a rather  large  number 
of  collectable  varieties.  Other  "uncommon"  varieties  created  by 
extraneous  marks  and  by  extra  large  size  have  been  deleted  from 
these  charts  pending  further  research.  However,  if  they  were  to  be 
included  the  total  number  of  collectable  varieties  would  increase 
by  three  or  four  for  each  mint. 

With  these  varieties  now  defined  and  recorded  it  is  possible  to  begin 
moving  toward  the  construction  of  a chronology.  For  example,  since 
we  know  that  the  copper  "green  cash"  were  begun  as  a series  only  in 
1740,  we  know  that  the  brass  cash  predate  the  copper  by  four  years 
and  were  then  undoubtedly  minted  along  with  the  copper.  It  might  also 
be  possible  to  assume  that  the  larger  cash  predate  the  smaller  since 
Ch'ien  Lung,  at  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  would  continue  the  quality 
cash  of  the  preceeding  Yung  Cheng  era.  Only  later  when  financial  dif- 
ficulties created  a debasement  of  cash  would  a reduction  in  size  occur. 

Examining  the  mint  marks  for  the  Board  of  Revenue,  it  can  be  seen  that 
the  type  1.  mint  mark  appears  only  for  tne  larger  cash,  whereas  the 
type  3.  mark  appears  only  in  the  smaller.  Thus  it  is  possible  to  as- 
sume that  the  types  2.  and  4.  marks  are  transitional  types  used  during 
the  period  of  debasement  and  thus  they  fall  between  type  1.  and  3. 

This  order  is  reinforced  when  the  "Ch'ien"  character  variations  are 
examined.  The  large  type  1.  mint  marks  are  exclusively  of  the  Z Ch'ien 
style  (type  A.)  whereas  the  small  type  3*  mint  marks  are  exclusively 
of  the  hooked  Ch'ien  style  (type  B.). 

If  this  reasoning  is  correct  the  cash  pieces  for  the  Board  of  Revenue 
divide  themselves  into  four  groups  as  follows: 
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VARIETIES  OF  CH ' IEN  LUNG  CASH 


BOARD  OF  REVENUE 
SCHJOTH  NO.  1464 


Variety 

Size 

"Ch'ien” 

Composition  Type 

"T'ung" 

Type 

"Lung" 

Type 

Mint  Mark 
Type 

A. 

Large 

Brass 

a. 

b. 

a. 

1. 

B. 

Large 

Brass 

a. 

a. 

a. 

4. 

c. 

Large 

Copper 

a. 

a. 

a- 

2. 

D. 

Large 

Copper 

a. 

b. 

a. 

1. 

E. 

Small 

Brass 

a. 

a. 

a. 

2. 

F. 

Small 

Brass 

a. 

a. 

a. 

4. 

G. 

Small 

Brass 

a. 

b. 

a. 

4. 

H. 

Small 

Brass 

b. 

a. 

a. 

2. 

I. 

Small 

Brass 

b. 

a* 

a. 

3- 

J. 

Small 

Brass 

b. 

b. 

a. 

2. 

K. 

Small 

Brass 

b. 

b. 

a. 

3- 

L. 

Small 

Copper 

a. 

a. 

a. 

2. 

M. 

Small 

Copper 

b. 

a. 

a. 

2. 

N. 

Small 

Copper 

b. 

a. 

a. 

3- 

0. 

Small 

Copper 

b. 

b. 

a- 

2. 

P.* 

Large 

Brass 

b. 

a- 

b. 

2. 

0.* 

Large 

Brass 

b. 

bo 

b. 

2. 

* Varieties  P and  0 are 

classified  by  Schjoth 

as  number  l46j. 

CHART  II 
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VARIETIES  OF  CH'IEN  LUNG  CASH 


BOARD  OF  WORKS 
SCHJOTH  NO.  1466 


Variety 

Size 

Composition 

"T'ung" 

Type 

"Lung" 

Type 

Mint  Mark 
Type 

A. 

Large 

Brass 

b. 

a. 

3- 

B. 

Small 

Brass 

a. 

a. 

1. 

C. 

Small 

Brass 

b. 

a. 

1. 

D. 

Small 

Brass 

b. 

a. 

2. 

E. 

Small 

Brass 

b. 

a. 

3- 

F. 

Small 

Copper 

a. 

a. 

1. 

G. 

Small 

Copper 

b. 

a. 

1. 

H. 

Large 

Brass 

a. 

b. 

2. 

I. 

Large 

Brass 

b. 

b. 

1. 

J. 

Large 

Brass 

b. 

b. 

2. 

CHART  III 
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Group  1: 

Predebasement 

Varieties 

A, 

D 

Group  2: 

Predebasement  Transitional 

Varieties 

c. 

B, 

P, 

Q 

Group  3: 

Postdebasement  Transitional 

Varieties 

E, 

H, 

J, 

L,  M, 

0, 

G, 

F 

Group  4: 

Postdebasement 

Varieties 

I, 

K, 

E 

Group  1 would  obviously  appear  earliest  in  Ch'ien  Lung's  reign  and 
group  4 would  appear  last. 


Turning  to  the  Board  of  Works,  a chronological  order  also  begins  to 
suggest  itself  although  not  as  clearly.  If  we  again  assume  that  the 
larger  preceeds  the  smaller,  we  find  that  mint  marks  type  1.  and  2. 
appear  exclusively  in  the  smaller  pieces  except  for  the  pieces  exhibit- 
ing "Lung"  character  type  B.  It  snould  also  be  noted  that  this  "Lung" 
variety  appears  in  group  2 (a  transitional  group)  for  the  Board  of 
Revenue.  This  suggests  the  following  chronological  grouping: 


Group  1 
Group  2 
Group  3 
Group  4 


Predebasement 

Predebasement  Transitional 
Postdebasement  Transitional 
Postdebasement 


Variety  A 
Varieties  I,  H,  J 
Variety  E 

Varieties  B,  C,  F,  G,  D 


This  is  a very  tentative  chronological  grouping.  Discovery  of 
further  varieties  may  alter  this  chronology  significantly,  but  it  is 
a starting  point  for  the  more  precise  dating  of  coins  in  the  series. 

If  we  can  now  discover  the  dates  of  the  debasement  period  and  possibly 
other  documents  relating  to  changes  in  the  coinage  it  will  then  be 
possible  to  construct  a dated  sequence  of  great  value. 


Regardless,  the  process  of  chronologizing  demonstrates  one  of  the 
greater  values  of  variety  research.  It  is  hoped  that  this  research 
work  proves  a beginning  to  a closer  examination  of  the  entire  Manchu 
series  and  that  the  field  of  Chinese  numismatics  may  be  pushed  into  a 
fruitful,  more  scientific  phase. 


COPPER:  A CHIEF  EXPORT  OF  JAPAN  IN  17th  CENTURY 


By  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  Japan  was  supplying  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  Far  East  with  copper.  The  Japanese  in  1660  set  up 
a mint  at  Nagasaki  for  the  sole  purpose  of  striking  coins  for  export. 
Annam  became  so  dependent  on  Japanese  cash  that,  when  in  1684  the 
Nagasaki  mint  was  abolished,  it  sent  a plea  to  the  Tokugawa  Shogun 
requesting  that  the  supply  not  be  cut  off. 

(From  John  Hall's  "Notes  on  the  Early  Ch'ing  Copper  Trade  with  Japan", 
Harvard  Jn.  of  Asiatic  Studies,  Vol.  12,  Nos.  3/4,  Dec.  1949,  pn.  444- 

T£T. 
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Submitted  by  Patrick  D.  Hogan 


NSIDE 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN  1 S REPORT 


May  197^-  Applications  for  Membership: 
95^-1005  published  in  the  May  1974  NI 
membership. 


Membership  application  numbers 
Bulletin  have  been  admitted  to 


June  1974  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 
applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by 
July  1,  197^  their  membership  will  become  effective  that  date. 

(MT  = Will  Trade  by  Mail) 


1006-1018  Additional  Members  of  the  Emergency  Money  Society,  as  ap- 
proved by  the  Board  of  Governors  of  Numismatics  Internation- 
al. A complete  listing  of  these  members  will  be  included 
in  the  annual  membership  list  (see  this  month's  mailing). 


1019-MT 

Frank:  L.  Garofalo,  P.  0.  Box  305;  Lawrence,  Mass.  0l84l 
(Ancient  Greek  and  Roman) 

1020 -MT 

Walter  A.  Mihajlich,  324  E.  9th  Ave.,  Anchorage,  Alaska 
99501  --  (Minor  Foreign  Coins) 

1021 

Michael  Cannito,  2725  8th  St.,  Port  Neches,  Texas  77651 
( World  Types) 

1022 -MT 

David  F.  Moran,  3^-36  Daniels,  No.  1A,  Dallas,  Texas  75205 
(World  Crowns  and  Sets) 

• 

1023 -MT 

Ben  F.  Garman,  1700  Chaucer  Court,  Walnut  Woods,  Naperville, 
Illinois  60540  --  (Crowns  and  Rare  Pieces) 

1024-MT 

Kinney  Y.  Rabun,  109  Blue  St.,  Tampa,  Fla.  33611 
(Canadian  and  World  Types) 

• 

1025 -MT 

John  F-  Milton,  600  Creedmore  Ave,  Barberton,  Ohio  44203 
(Foreign  Minors) 

1026 -MT 

• 

Nona  G.  Moore,  l80l4  Merrill 'Ave. , Fontana,  Calif.  92335 
(Dealer  in  World  Coins) 

1027 -MT 

Cpt.  Joseph  E.  Boling,  10723  Densmore  Avenue  N-,  Seattle, 
Wash.  98133  — (Far  East,  Korea) 

DONATIONS  REPOR1 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  donations  received 
since  the  last  report: 


Name 


Stated 

Item  Value 


Preference  of  Use 


Donald  W.  Orton  93  coins 
FPO  New  York 

Stephen  Stelli  2 coins 
Bronx,  New  York 


None  Stated  NI  Reference  Collection 

None  Stated  NI  Reference  Collection 
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bibliography  of'  Islamic  numismatics  ends  the  text. 


Book  production  costs  have  risen  in  most  countries  so  it  is  not  sur- 
prising to  find  that  the  Museum  had  to  increase  the  cost  of  the^econd 
volume  by  one  hundred  percent,  nevertheless  for  the  information  it 
contains  this  set  of  two  volumes  paperbound  is  not  at  all  expensive. 

Orders  may  be  placed  directly  with  the  Museum  in  Instanbul,  or  sent  to 
Numismata  Orientalia,  P.  0.  Box  212,  Tenafly,  NJ  07670.  (Payments  in 
advance  of  $2100  for  volume  2,  or  $37*50  for  the  set  would  be 
appreciated. ) 

Reviewed  by  Kenneth  M-  MacKenzie 
OOOOO 

Das  Notgeld  Portugals,  1917-1922,  by  Carl  Siemsen,  Band  4l  of  "Die 
Munze”  series  published  by  Erich  Proh,  Berlin,  1973;  69  pp.  ill* : 

Portuguese  Notgeld?  If  you  are  learning  about  this  series  of  emerg* 
ency  money  for  the  first  time  you  can  be  assured  that  it  does  exist. 
The  author  lists  over  500  issuing  agencies  of  Portugal  that  are  known 
to  have  issued  paper  notgeld,  including  some  issues  for  Portugal's 
Overseas  Territories  --  Azores,  Madeira,  Angola,  Mozambique. 

Portugue^ notgeld  is  restricted  to  low  value  notes  of  1 to  50  centavos 
with  the  sole  exception,  it  seems,  of  an  issue  of  5 and  10  Escudos  of 
a movie  theater  of  Tavira.  (One  wonders  why  a movie  theater,  cine- 
teatral,  would  require  such  large  denomination  notes  at  this  time.) 

As  in  other  series  of  notgeld  notes,  they  come  in  simple  to  elaborate 
issues.  Metal  tokens  are  not  listed,  but  their  existence  is  intimated 
for  Gaia  (no.  5^9)  after  listing  a series  of  porcelain  tokens  for 
that  city  dated  1921  in  values  of  1,  2,  4 and  10  centavos. 

The  text  is  in  German,  but  this  should  be  no  hindrance  if  the  reader 
has  access  to  a paper-back  German-English  dictionary.  The  issues  are 
not  priced.  The  book  is  available  from  Mrs.  Beate  Rauch,  P.  0.  Box 
60321,  Terminal  Annex,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  90064  at  $2-50. 

Reviewed  by  Patrick  D-  Hogan 


Editor's  Note:  See  other  sections  of  this  issue  of  the  NI  Bulletin 

for  a detailed  review  of  the  new  emergency  coin  publication  "Die 
Noti&unzen"  by  Walter  * Funck. 


Books  and  Catalogs  on  Emergency  Money: 

The  following  is  a listing  of  ^^oks  and  catalogs  published  and  released 
in  the  past  two  years,  both  in  the  US  and  in  Germany.  Also  listed  are 
the  sources  where  you  can  purchase  these  publications.  Suggest  you 
write  the  respective  book-sellers  for  current  prices  and  availability. 

Air  Dropped  Propaganda  Currency,  by  R.  G-  Auckland. 

German  Paper  Notgeld  Catalogs  of  --  Rheinprovinz 

Westphalia 

Hesse,  Pfalz,  Alsace-Lorrain 
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Baden -Wurttemberg 
Thuringen 
Sachsen  (Saxony) 

Mechlenburg,  by  Hans  Meyer. 
Das  Papemotgeld  of  Schleswig-Holstein,  by  Karl  Lund. 

Bielefeld  Stoffgeld  (Clothmoney),  by  Walter  Grasser/Albert  Pick. 
The  Berlin  Notgeld  1914-1924,  by  Albert  Peisker. 

German  Metal  Notgeld  Coin  Catalogs  of  --  Rheninprovinz  and 

Westphalia 
Pfalz,  Hesse,  Alsace 
Bavaria 

B aden -Wurtt  emb e rg 
North  Germany 
Brandenburg,  Prussia, 
Posen,  Schleisia,  by 
Heinz  Jensen 

Private  Notgeld  1915-1923;  by  Hans  Meyer 
Prisoner  of  War  Monies,  by  Arlie  Slabaugh 
Japanese  Invasion  Money,  by  Arlie  Slabaugh 
* Encased  Postage  Stamps,  by  Arlie  Slabaugh 

Briefmarkengeld  (Encased  stamps),  by  Albert  Pick 
Paper  Notgeld  Catalog  of  Southwest  Germany,  by  Hans  Meyer 
Die  Notmunzen,  by  the  late  Walter  Funck,  revised  1974,  by 
Dombroski. 

Emergency  Coins  of  Germany  1914-1923,  by  JEMS.  (1970  Prices  -- 
outdated) . 

The  last  catalog  can  be  ordered  at  discount  from  Numismatics  Inter- 
national, P.  0.  Box  30013,  Dallas,  Texas  75230- 

The  other  catalogs  and  books  can  be  ordered  from:  Beate  Rauch,  P.  0. 

Box  60321,  Terminal  Annex,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  90060  or  Dwight  Musser, 
Box  305;  Ridge  Manor,  Fla.  33525- 

The  old  Lamb's  Notgeld  Catalog,  Funck 's  earlier  catalogs,  Ecklunds 
and  the  1924  Funck  and  Keller  catalogs  are  out  of  print. 

List  submitted  by  Dick  Upton 


JUST  IN  THE  SPIRIT  OF  A LITTLE  HORSEPLAY 
by  Alfred  Szego 

A private  mint  has  struck  a few  fantasy  coins  for  Shaftieuland.  De- 
nominations are  shaft,  half  shaft,  quftter  shaft,  1 twist  and  1 nudge. 
We  think  them  to  be  an  excellent  satiTe  on  the  plethora  of  new  coins 
glutting  today's  novice  collectors. 

In  perfectly  disarming  honesty  the  creators  assure  you  that  they  can 
never  fall  in  value  as  they  are  worthless  to  begin  with.  We  think  not. 
Anything  that  brings  a chuckle  will  always  have  more  than  intrinsic 
value.  Great  to  bring  to  the  coin  club. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR  (Continued  from  pagelho) ; 


(Ed.  Note:  The  Assistant  Editor  in  charge  of  the  Emergency  and  Sub- 

stitute Money  sections  of  this  publication,  Dick  Upton,  has  received 
several  letters  concerning  the  consolidation  of  EMS  into  NI  and 
would  like  to  use  this  space  to  reply. ) 


Many  thanks  from  your  assistant  editor  to  all  the  former  members  of 
the  Emergency  Money  Society  for  your  kind  remarks  concerning  the  con- 
solidation and  our  past  relationship.  A special  thanks  to  those 
commenting  on  my  past  duties  and  performance.  Your  praises,  comments 
(and  your  criticisms)  have  been  greatly  appreciated. 


I ask  only  that  you  continue  to  support  Numismatics  International  and 
their  efforts  in  behalf  of  numismatics  as  you  had  supported  JEMS  and 
myself  in  the  past.  Dlck  Upt0n 


Netherlands  East  Indies  l/20  Guilder  (y4) 

some  hoards  of  the  (Netherlands  East  Indies)  Y-4  have  surfaced 

within  the  past  6 or  8 months.  I brought  this  to  the  attention  of 
Holland  Wallace  of  Western  Publishing  as  soon  as  I was  aware  of  it, 
and  suggested  that  the  brown  book  valuation  should  be  reduced  to  about 
$5.00  in  Fine.  There  is  no  use  in  kidding  the  collector.  The  pieces 
are  real,  but  apparently  there  have  been  caches  of  them  in  Singapore 
and  on  down  in  Indonesia. 

I will  have  a small  box  of  common  coins  on  the  way  to  you  in  a few 
days — to  add  to  the  (Nl)  reference  collection.  As  the  pieces  are 
upgraded  by  future  donations,  I suggest  that  the  rejects  be  donated 
to  junior  collectors  or  some  such  purpose.  I think  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  have  a coin  collecting  program,  and  this  could  be  an  outlet 
for  what  is  not  needed. 


Lester  D.  Snell 
Sonoma,  California 


Still  another  reply  to  the  "unhappy  collector" 

I am  writing  in  reference  to  your  "letter  to  the  editor"  in  the  March 
(Nl)  Bulletin.  I agree  100$  with  the  writer  of  this  letter.  I wish 
Mr.  Yeoman  would  list  these  coins  in  a separate  book  for  non-circulat- 
ing coins. 

I also  agree  with  the  idea  of  presenting  a petition  to  Mr.  Yeoman. 
Please  put  my  name  at  the  top  of  the  list  (name  not  withheld  by 
request) • 


Thomas  Bennett  (A  Canadian) 
West  Germany 


(Editor's  Note:  Letters  appearing  here  regarding  the  "unhappy  col- 

lector" are  as  a service  to  the  membership  as  NI  has  taken  no  official 
stand  on  this  controversy  to  date. ) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Charles  D.  Moore,  Box  696,  Streetsville,  Ontario,  L5M2C2:  Want  to 

purchase  reference  hooks,  especially  Europe  and  South  America.  Anyone 
with  duplicates  or  spare  books  to  sell  for  my  personal  library,  please 
contact  me.  Thank  you. 

Bill  Mullan,  C and  P Tel.  Co.,  1825  K St.  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20006; 
Britannia  Circa  1672  - Facing  left  - Spear 

" 1797  - Facing  left  - Trident 

" " 1825  - Facing  right  - Trident 

Why?  Understand  article  on  subject  published  in  the  late  1960' s - 
by  you  Jerry  Remick?  Anyone  who  can  help,  please  contact  me.  Thanks. 

Walther  Hilke,  D 43  Essen  1,  Viehofer  Platz  l6,  Germany;  Need  the 
following  to  complete  my  emergency  coinage  collection  of  Braunschweig- 
Luneburg:  10  Pfennig  1920  in  Zinc  (Zn)  Jaeger  No.  N5  and  50  Pfennig 

1920  in  Iron  (Fe)  Jaeger  No.  N6.  Both  bear  the  inscription  STAATSBANK 
BRAUNSCHWEIG  / NOT  - GELD.  The  two  coins  are  not  scarce  but  I have 
been  unable  to  run  across  them.  Any  help  appreciated.  Will  buy  or 
trade  for  these  pieces. 

Thomas  D.  Gillis,  124  Bretano  Way,  Greenbrae,  Calif.  94904:  Actively 

conducting  research  on  the  history  of  animals  on  coins.  Input  would 
be  greatly  appreciated  from  members  having  information  regarding 
animals,  birds,  fishes,  reptiles,  insects,  molluscs,  etc.  on  coins. 
Results  of  any  research  would  be  invaluable. 

Lester  D.  Snell,  Box  261,  Sonoma,  Calif.  95^-76:  Would  like  to  know  if 

anyone  has  the  address  of  "Collectors  Weekly".  As  a former  subscriber, 
recall  that  it  was  publishing  from  an  address  in  Texas. 

Frank  M.  Orlowski,  Box  124,  Austin,  MN  95912:  I have  a Hyderabad, 

Yeoman  No.  A5,  year  1300  with  a six-petalled  rosette  counterstamped  in 
the  two  o'clock  position  on  the  obverse  (dated  side)  near  the  edge  of 
the  coin.  c/S  is  2 mm.  in  diameter.  Or  is  this  just  a copy  mark 
indicating  the  coin  has  strayed  into  China?  Can  anyone  help? 

Joe  Hatch,  R.D.  1,  Salisbury,  Vermont  O5769:  Would  sincerely  appreci- 

ate  background  information  on  three  tiny  (l/4")  bronze  or  brass 
English  tokens  or  medallets:  Child's  head,  long  flowing  hair  - "VIC- 

TORIA, PRINCESS  ROYAL,  BORN  NOVEMBER  21,  1840";  Child's  head  - PRINCE 
ALFRED,  BORN  AUGUST  6,  l844;  Young  man's  head  - "PRINCE  ALBERT,  BORN 
AUGUST  26,  1819,  MARRIED  FEBRUARY  10,  l840".  Also  information  on  a 
7/8"  Polished  Brass  token  with  a large  denomination  "10",  face  has 
male  figure  with  winged  heels  and  helmet  carrying  a female,  reverse 
inscribed  "AUX  ENFANT  SAGES  - JEUX  DE  SOCIETE  PASSAGE  JOUFFROY,  PARIS". 


Dick  Upton,  P.  Q.  Box  637,  Mesquite,  Texas  75149:  WANTED  - Information 

on  location  and  who  possesses  the  following  German  emergency  coins: 

The  1923  1 Billion  Mark  of  Westphalia  in  Silvered  Bronze  - 6lmm.  The 
100,  500  and  1000  Mark  pieces  of  Rothenbach/Pregnitz  (Germany)  in  Coal. 
These  coins  are  made  of  coal,  dated  1922,  and  did  circulate.  We'd 
like  information  on  them  and  the  names  of  persons  who  have  them  in 
their  collections,  as  well  as  the  serial  numbers  on  each  piece. 


(Note:  Page  oversubscribed  this  month, 

be  given  1st  priority  next  month. ) 
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Notices  not  published  will 


